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EXPLANATORY INTRODUCTION. 


By information received from my Spiritualistic Friends in 
Liverpool, I learn that the Faith they profess, and of which I 
am one of the public exponents, has been repeatedly attacked 
by certain members of the clergy of that city, in sermons 
denunciatory of Spiritualism, and by the openly avowed “ moral 
support” rendered to those travelling conjurers who profess by 
the exhibition of a few clumsy tricks to imitate and explain the 
modus operandi of Spiritual Phenomena. The last, and, as I 
understand, the most pertinacious of the clerical assailants 
above named, is a “ Rev. J. H. Skewes.” 

Within the last few weeks, two Sermons have boen delivered 
by this gentleman, reported in a paper called the “ Protestant 
Standard,” under the several (Editorial) titles of “ Death- 
Blow to Spiritualism,” and “ Spiritualism in its Coffin !—Nailing 
Down the Lid!!” It being the desire of my Committee in 
Liverpool that I should answer these discourses, I proceeded to 
do so intwo Lectures, given at Rodney Hall, on the Sunday 
evenings of Feb. 18th and March 4th. 

As Mr. Skewes stated in his second Ssrmon that there were 
still many points in Spiritualism that he had not noticed, my 
Committee followed up my Lectures by challenging him to 
debate the subject with me on a public platform, on conditions 
honourable to him and beneficial to the Charities of Liverpool. 
Tn answer to the repeated invitations to accept this challenge, 
addressed to Mr. Skewes both by public and private corres- 
pondence, the rev. gentleman declines, on the ground that he 
has had no fair report of my Answers to his Sermons. 

As the only report that has been given of my Lectures is a 
series of paragraphs, headed * Howlings from the Pit,” put 
forth by the “ Protestant Standard,” a report which is not only 


interpolated by rude and unworthy personal remarks, but is 
most imperfect, and scarcely touches on half the matter con- 
tained in my first Lectures, my Committee have urged Mr. 
Skewes to debate the subject of Spiritualism either from the 
stand-points assumed in his Sermons, or any fresh ones he 
might be able to allege against the Spiritual Movement. As 
Mr. Skewes continues to base his refusal upon the absence of 
any authentic report of my Answer to his Sermons, I deem it my 
duty to the Caus» I represent, to place my Answer to Mr. 
Skewes’s attack on record, and in such a form as cannot be 
mistaken. It is with this view that I put the annexed state- 
ments before the tribunal of public opinion. 

Before entering upon my task, I wish it distinctly understood 
that I make no profession to repeat, except in general terms, 
the Lectures given by me at Rodney Hall, in answer to Mr. 
Skewes’s Sermons. I am not ashamed to avow that I speak in 
public under the inspiration of those whom I deem to be good 
spirits, whose wisdom supplies me with the ideas most appro- 
priate to the occasion, and whose power far transcends my own 
to meet the demands which the spiritual rostrum makes upon 
me. Under these conditions I find it impossible to recall my 
Lectures by memory, or to transcribe them, as they were origi- 
nally delivered. a 

The following Auswer will, however, embody the sum of tha 
arguments before used, and I have only to add, that, for any 
further elucidation of the question at issue, I still hold myself 
ready to meet Mr. Skewes in public discussion, under such 
conditions as may be agreed upon between him and my Liver- 
pool Committee of Spiritualists. 

EMMA HarpDINGE-BRITTEN. 


MRS. HARDINGE-BRITTEN’S ANSWER. 


“Mr. Skewes commences his first sermon-by stating 
his reasons why he, as a Christian minister, and a 
minister of the Church of England, “ claims the right 
to preach and think about Spiritualism,” &e. Upon 
this point I am at one with Mr. Skewes;=for-I-have 
again and again insisted, in my public addresses, that 


it.is not only the right of Christian ministers to preach 
and think about Spiritualism, but it is the bounden 
duty of ministers of every denomination to do so; and 
that not only are they called upon to do this, but in the 
present. utilitarian and analytical age their mere asser- 
tions will he received as groundless, if they cannot 
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demonstrate their truth by some such proofs as the facts 
of Spiritualism furnish. 

Ministers of religion profess to teach of God who “ is 
a Spirit.” Spiritualism, by proving the existence of a 
spirit, and defining something of its nature, offers the 
only actual demonstration that the Universe can afford 
of the reality of Deific Spiritual Being. Ministers of 
religion teach belief in immortality, on the ground that 
one rose from the dead 1800 years ago. Spiritualism 
proves that death only affects the body, but never 
touches the spirit ; hence, that there are no dead; and 
its proofs of this position are not of the past, but con- 
tinue to the present ; not written in a book, but proved 
by the experience of living witnesses; not a revelation 
given to a handful of barbarians, in a small and remote 
spot of the earth, but one manifested to the most civi- 
lized nations of the earth. 

The clergy profess to preach religion as the means of 
making the human race pure, righteous, and holy. If 
such be their aim, then they have utterly failed to 
realize it; for, although they have been preaching the 
doctrines they hold this day for 1800 years, it is proved 
by statistics that crime and want were never more rife 
in any age of the world than at the present time. Spi- 
ritualism, by proving that the spirits of those we have 
known and can trust are in actual states of retribution 
for evil, and compensation for the good deeds done in 
the body, offers the strongest motives that can move 
humanity to become pure, righteous, and holy. And 
these are some—but by no means all—of the reasons 
why the clergy should not only “preach and think 
about Spiritualism,” but why they should accept its 
well-proven facts, and adopt its salvatory teachings. 

After some preliminary remarks, not necessary to 
repeat, Mr. Skewes goes on to say :— 

‘“‘TWhat is Spiritualism? In answering the question, I 
will do so from the best sources that I have been able to obtain 
access to. At the time of the death of the body, the spirits 
pass into a new state of existence in the precise state in which 
they left the body. These spirits, through a release from the 
body, have increased powers of mind, such as obtaining and 
imparting information, as well as a clearer conception of 
things. As on earth, so in the invisibie state, those spirits 
are, according to their moral state, divided into those that are 
bright and those that are dark, but both being in a state of 
advancement, so tbat the spirita of the lower order may ulti- 
mately ascend to be companions of the higher order. Those 
spirits, bright and dark, are all around us, the bright ones to 
do us good and the dark ones to do us harm, or, at least, to do 
no good from an intent to do so, thongh it appears they are 
frequently employed by the bright spirits to carry out their 
plans, and thus put in a position for improvement. The gene- 
rally accepted opinion that there ave no sects in heaven, many 
of the leading Spiritualists, including Mr. Home, deny, assert- 
ing that as people die, or go to sleep here, so will they be in 
the next world. Baptists will be Baptists, Presbyterians be 
Presbyterians, Swedenborgians be Swedenborgians, Moham- 
medans be Mohammedans, and Episcopalians be Episcopa- 

1aDps. 

With the exception of the last paragraph, Mr. Skewes’s 
definition of the leading features of the Spiritualist’s 
belief are correct, and quite sufficiently in harmony 
with common sense, it might be supposed, to prevent 
any minister of religion from running a tilt against 
them, or endeavouring to show that so much right was 
wrong, and so much that was good and harmless was 
absolutely “ demoniac,” a position which he labours to 
demonstrate farther on. In reference to the last para- 
graph, Mr. Skewes shows himself to be but half in- 
formed, and illustrates the significant aphorism—*“ A 
little knowledge is a dangerous thing.” 

It is quite true that many Spiritualists retain their 
hold upon their sectarian faiths, such persons accepting 
the fact, and believing in the phenomena which prove 
that spirits communicate, but being either too bigoted 
to listen to anything that may conflict with their 
cherished beliefs, or afraid they may lose caste in 
society by renouncing popular creedal associations, they 
refuse to hear any spirit-teachings that do not endorse 
the particular dogmas of their faith, Thus, persons 
strongly bigoted in their own sectarian opinions, attract 
to themeclyes spirits who have entered upon the life 


beyond with such positive views of creedal religion, that 
it is some time before they can shake them off, and 
relax the tension of mind with which they quitted the 
earth. 

Those investigators who are candid enough to listen 
dispassionately to advanced spirit-teachings, soon learn 
that there are no sects in the spheres of love and wis. 
dom, and that spirits gravitate to the place to which 
they belong, not in accordance with any national sys- 
tems of religion or creedal faiths, but in virtue of the 
good or evil deeds done in their mortal atate of exis- 
tence. 

Mr. Skewes’s next statement is— 


“ Magnetism is used by the spirits to accomplish their pur. 
poses. Should the room in which the spirits work be very 
cold, or very sultry, or should there be thunder and lightning 
abont, or should the medium be sutfering from a headache, or 
a toothache, the spirits may be unable to work. But assuming 
that no hindrances exist, and that the medium is in a proper 
condition, certain noises are speedily heard, furnituro in the 
room moves about, certain revelations are made abont the dead 
and the living, and, at times, longer or shorter addresses are 
given by the spirits through the medium.” 


Mr. Skewes seems, in several parts of his discourses, 
to take considerable credit to himself for mastering 
what he is pleased to term “the science of Spiritual- 
ism”; but the candid reader who will consider the 
following statements, derived from a world-wide and 
practical investigation of the subject, must come to the 
conclusion that Mr. Skewes’s views of “spiritual 
science” are singularly muddled, and either that he 
does not know, and hence is not qualified to teach, or 
that knowing he perverts the truth, and is not worthy 
to teach what spiritual science is. The conditions 
described above may be generally applicable to circles 
where afew persons are gathered together, with a view 
of developing latent mediumistic power, but the sum 
of spirit-cominunications have been made without any 
of these limitations. 

In the first place, spiritual manifestations are just a3 
well evolved under the tropical skies of India, China, 
Japan, Australia, and other southern lands, as in Nor- 
way, Sweden, Zealand, Russia, and Siberia. Mediums 
are sometimes frail and sickly, and just as often robust 
and healthful. I myself have frequently risen froma 
sick-bed, and been carried, almost powerless in physique, 
to the lecture-room, and yet delivered, under spirit- 
influence, some of my best lectures. My friend, Mr. 
D. D. Home, has frequently been the subject of the 
most powerful spirit-manifestations, when given up by 
the faculty as a hopeless consumptive, whilst pheno- 
mena ofa similar nature have been given through Mrs, 
Guppy, Mrs. Everitt, and other ladies well known as 
remarkable mediums, whilst in the enjoyment of perfect 
health. Thunder and lightning have just as often 
proved favourable as the reverse in spiritual manifes- 
tations, in fact, the only absolutely essential conditions, 
such as fasting for intellectual phenomena, and harmo- 
nizing psychological states for physical demonstrations, 
the reverend teacher of the people has altogether 
omitted to notice, And it must be borne in mind that 
the conditions which may retard or promote spiritual 
manifestations in circles, relate to tircles only, and these 
form but a very small percentage of the circumstances 
under which spirit-power has been manifested in the 
nineteenth century. 

I have been charged by my spirit-friends to prepare 
a voluminous history of the Modern Spiritual Manifes- 
tations as they have transpired all over the world, and 
for the purpose of collecting testimony that can neither 
be disproved nor questioned, I have travelled through 
many lands, and held correspondence with the most 
reliable witnesses of nearly every country of civilization. 
Through these sources I learn that modern Spiritualism 
has, in nearly every instance, arisen spontaneously, 
without any circles at all. It has come sometimes by 
disturbances, apparitions, sights and sounds which were 
seemingly unconnected with mediumship at all. Again, 
I have proved hundreds of times that spiritual medium: 
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ship has manifested itself through the best instruments 
anterior to any circles, and independent of any of the 
conditions laid down by Mr. Skewes. Mediumship 
may be developed by mesmeric processes, or cultivated 
by the influence of harmonious circles, but in thousands 
of instances it has come spontaneously and unsought, 
and is almost always evolved in greater force and more 
exalted states by isolated contemplation than in circles. 
Mr. Skewes has doubtless proceeded to the solemn task 
af telling his people all about the science of Spiritualism, 
after the perusal of some of those leaflets put forth by 
Spiritualists in response to the reiterated enquiry as to 
ibe best methods of holding family circles. These are 
the only scenes in which such conditions as Mr. Skewes 
names could be available, and even then they should 
not be received as proven laws, whilst the circle itself 
tan only be regarded as one of the methods by which 
pititual manifestations have been demonstrated. 


Methinks a gentleman who must have repeated a 
ood many times in his life the text, “ Now concerning 
spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not bave you ignorant,” 
des not manifest any extraordinary amount of obedi- 
ence to this command, neither does he leave the world 
in much doubt why the people are so ignorant of “ spi- 
titual gifts,” when they trust to Christian ministers to 
instruct them. 

Another remarkable disclosure volunteered by Mr. 
Skewes reads as follows :— 

“These addresses relate to all kinds of subjects, and are 
given forth by the medium in his, or her, unconscious state. 
Asa general statement, it may be said that such revelations 
and addresses are, as to their grammar, their language, and 
their correctness, very much connected with the education and 
the knowledge of the medium, and of those who are present. 
AGreek-speaking medium does not speak in English, nor does 
a English-speaking medium ‘ever speak in Scotch, unless a 
Greek, or a Scotch may be present. And should the medium 
be unacquainted with the rules of grammar, and should this 
apply to all those tuat are present, you may reckon upon bad 
grammar, in the writing and in the speaking. 

“ Assuming that all the sounds and utterances are produced 
by spirits, it must consequently be allowcd that the spirits, in 
uatters of language, spelling, and writing, do not appear to 
inow any more than the medium and those that are present.” 

Once more, it is a sorry thing either to convict a 
dergyman of speaking falsely, or foolishly. from one 
horn or another of this dilemma, the preacher cannot 
scape who makes the statements quoted above. The 
whole history of the Spiritual Movement proves, that 
“the gift of tongues,” is one of the most universal of 
its phenomena. Nearly all the public speakers in 
Spiritualism have been humble, uneducated, and often 
ilhterate persons, and yet it is acknowledged wherever 
thetruth is spoken, that for oratory, eloquence, logic, 
and the citation of historical and scientific facts, those 
children of the people who have filled the spiritual 
nstrums of England and America, have transcended 
many, and equalled most of the best orators of the 
world, As to the gift of foreign tongues, the writings 
of Judge Edmonds, Professors Alfred Wallace, Varley, 
and Stainton Moses, Epes Sargent. Robert Dale Owen, 
Wm. Howitt, S.C. Hall, and many others, bear witness, 
to the facility with which uneducated and ignorant 
persons have spoken and written in various languages, 
Including the classics, ancient and modern. 


I must now call attention to the following admissions, 
ad ask the candid reader to compare them with the 
denunciations which their reverend author subsequently 
fulminated against the self-same practices. 


“‘Try the spirits. Before proceeding to do so, let me 
temark, in favour of Spiritualism, that no man can believe it 
and yet remain an infidel or an atheist. There is in it some- 
thing that has not been explained by science,—something that 
teaches that there is in man a mysterious something that 
proclaims him to be above a block of wood, and very far 
Superior to the brute creation. As a fact, tables do move, 
Taps are heard, and, through some kind of agency, forgotten 
facts are brought to the remembrance of those present, and 
their secret thoughts are revealed. And go astounding have 
been the manifestations, that multitudes that have taken part 
N seances, and did so sa unbelievers, have beoome convinced 
Wet there was more reason for serioua inquiry than for 9 


senseless laugh. They have refused to believe that there were 
avy spirits at work, still, they have confessed to the presence 
of a mysterions power. Thus much I would consequently 
allow, that there is a force capable of moving heavy bodies, 
such as large tables, without any visible contact, but which 
force, in some urknown manner is dependent upon the pre- 
sence of human beings. And keeping in mind the statement 
in Heb., xii., 1, about God’s peaple being compassed about with 
a great cloud of witnesses, I see no reason for denying the 
opinions of some that glorified spirits of the sainted dead may 
be permitted, as in the caso of a loving motker to a darling 
child, to minister, in some degree, to the need of God’s people 
on earth, I would also allow that dark spirits are ever busy 
to deceive and to ruin men, but while allowing all this, I do 
not for a moment allow that Spiritualism, in the common 
acceptation of the term, is true.” 

After this, the reverend gentleman branches off into 
an acceptation of Spiritualism in every nation of the 
earth, although he bringa forward no counter state- 
ments. except the assertion, that whatever occurred in 
Jerusalem was from God, and whatever occurred in 
any other country was from Satan; that whatever the 
priests and prophets of the Bible did was divine, and 
whatever they denounced, or anyone else did, was 
diabolical ; still, these views of God’s dealings did not 
seem entirely to satisfy his mind, until he was happy 
enough to find a friend and counseller who set him right 
upon the whole vexed question. For the benefit of all 
other reverend gentlemen who may grow confused by 
the study of ‘Spiritual gifts,” and need a wise and 
enlightened guide to direct their researches, we give 
the record of Mr. Skewes’s perturbation of spirit, and 
mode of relief, in his own words. He says :— 

“ This examination I have, as far as time would permit, been 
carrying on for several years. Still, with all my efforts to 
get at the truth, I was far from being satisfied with the results. 
The coming of Mr. Irving Bisbop to Liverpool, led me to put 
myself in conimunication with him. And as frow a New York 
paper in my possession, dated April 13, 1876, I ascertained 
that at that time Mr. Bishop was a renowned opponent of 
Spiritualism, I felt assured that I was not dealing with a 
novice. I frankly and fully submitted to him my difficulties, 
and he, with the greatest frankness and fulness, did his best to 
explain them. And just as, about 7 years ago, (being then 
under twenty-three years of age), he received the newspaper- 
recorded thanks of some of the most eminent scholars of New 
York, so far as his candour and kindness he bas deserved the 
same from myself.” 

Does it seem very wise for a clergyman—who, from 
the nature of his calling, is supposed to be, and 
doubtless is, a gentleman, and man of education— 
when his mind is in a state of confusion concerning 


| those spiritual matters in which it is his solemn duty 


to be well informed, to resort for light and knowledge 
to an itinerant conjurer, whose business it is to pervert 
and misrepresent the very subject enquired of! Does 
Mr. Skewes pretend to say, that a man who makes his 
bread by misrepresenting Spiritualism, could inform 
him of its nature more correctly than honourable men 
who have devoted time, talents, and means, to the 
investigation of the subject, and whose learned and 
scholarly works are attainable to every honest enquirer ? 
When Mr. Skewes’s congregation look to him to inform 
them how to obey the charge of the Apostle, and 
become acquainted with “spiritual gifts,” is it toa 
professional trickster he must go to learn the way, 
rather than to such men as Professors Crookes, Wallace, 
De Morgan, Barrett, Huggins, Zollner, Fichte, and the 
long list of scientists, statesmen, magistrates, doctors, 
lawyers, and authors, weekly published in the spiritual 
papers? It would be needless to dwell upon the im- 

mense flood of light which Mr. Skewes received from 

his friend and counsellor, the conjurer; the sum and 

substance is told in his own words, when, after return- 

ing to the charge about conditions, and what mediums 

can, and cannot do, as he before defined it, he winds up 

with the astounding information that— 

“ Common sense would respectfully suggest that mesmerism, 
electro-biology, or magnetism, causing mind to act on mind, 
may be the sword to cut the spiritualistic Gordian knot.” 

As the above quoted words are designed to summa- 
rize a very long tirade on the certainty that Mr,’ 
Biehop’a tricks and “electro-bjology,” covered the 
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whole question of Spiritualistic phenomena, we must 
take leave to note a few of the leading items of the 
power demonstrated in Spiritualism, and see how far 
either of the above notable explanations (?) can be 
brought to bear upon them. 

Dr. J. R. Newton, one of many bighly-gifted heal- 
ing mediums, has placed in my possession the affidav- 
its of hundreds of patients who swear to his having 
cured the blind, deaf, lame, and persons suffering from 
every disease that flesh is heir to. Many of Dr. New- 
ton’s cures were effected in England, and the living 
witnesses are ag accessible as the hundreds of others 
cured by Jacob, the Zouave, in Paris. Both these good 
healers claimed the aid of human spirits in their angelic 
work, and both have entrusted me with the published 
testimony for historical purposes. Mr. George Walcutt, 
of Columbus, Ohio, has placed in my hands an immense 
number of testimonials to the effect that he has drawn 
correct portraits of deceased persons, whom he never 
knew, saw, or heard of. 

Mr. Wm. Mumler was publicly tried in New York, 
at the instance of the Editor of the “ New York World,” 
—a religious paper—for swindling, by pretending to 
give photographic portraits of deceased persons, to their 
afflicted and much-abused relatives. After a very pro- 
longed trial, Mr. Mumler was honourably acquitted of 
this charge, but not before hundreds of credible wit- 
nesses had come from different States of America, to 
testify voluntarily, that they had obtained correct like- 
nesses of their deceased friends through Mr. Mumler’s 
mediumship ;—that many of these were recognised by 
all their acquaintances—that, in every instance cited, 
the parties were total strangers to Mr. Mumler, whilst 
numbers of photographic experts came forward affirm- 
ing that they had watched, tested, and tried him in 
every conceivable way, and could never detect fraud 
or trickery in aught he did. 

The Earl of Dunraven, Viscount Adare, and Lord 
Lindsay, have published statements over their own sig- 
natures, of Mr. D. D. Home’s being floated out of one 
window, and brought in at another by invisible agency, 
at a height of 70 feet from the ground. Reliable wit- 
nesses, from monarchs and princes, to peasants and 
artisans, have borné public testimony that spirits have 
been seen and correctly described by strangers, tests 
have been given by writing, speaking, &c., known only 
to the buried dead. Hands have been formed and dis- 
appeared. Music has been made without human 
agency, Figures of deceased persons fully formed and 
recognised, have come and gone before the witnesses 
eyes. Flowers and multitudes of ponderable bodies 
have been brought into closed and locked rooms. 
Mediums have been levitated, elongated, and resisted 
fire, and all this in any place, and generally without 
any of the conditions Mr. Skewes has laid down. Can 
his conjuring friend imitate any one phenomenon above 
enumerated, under precisely the same conditions, or can 
Mr. Skewes’s “ electro-biology ” account for it ail? 

Whether Mr. Skewes has thought out all these points, 
or whether his friend the conjurer has not been quite 
candid with him, and informed him that all these forms 
of spirit power, and others not as yet named, had to be 
accounted for before Mr. Skewes’s “ electro-biological 
sword” could cut Spiritualism in twain, or “ The Pro- 
testant Standard” could put Spiritualists “in their 
coffin and nail down the lid,” does not appear. 

We now proceed to review Mr. Skewes’s trial of 
Spiritualism by what he calls his “ Bible test,” and in 
doing this we may take the following parapraph as the 
sum of his charge against us. 

“The Bible is opposed to Spiritualism, and so strongly is it 
opposed to it, that it denounces it and condemns to death its 
advocates. Inthe Bible we find professed intercourse with 
the invisible world, designated as witchcraft, which appears 
to have had to do with spirits in general; as possessors of 
familiar spirits, who appear to have had very familiar con- 
nection with spirits in general, and as necromancy, which, as 
its name impliee, had to do with the spirits of the dead. Oon- 
cerning all three, the Bible speake in unmistakable terms. In 


Gal., Y., 20, amongst the fruits of the flesh is witchcraft, and the 
declaration against those that do such a thing, is, they shall 
not inherit the kingdom of heaven. In Deut. xvii., 10, we 
read, ‘ There shall not be found amongst you a witch’. . . 
a consulter of familiar spirits or a necromancer . ' 

for all that do these things are an abomination unto 
the Lord. In Levit., xx., 6, it is written, ‘ The soul that 
turneth after such as have familiar spirits . . I will set 
my face against that soul, and will cut him off from amongst 
his people. You remember an illustration of this threat in 
Saul, King of Israel. Because of two things, one of which was 
consulting the witch of Endor to bring before him tho spirit 
of Samuel, Saul was punished with death in Israel. Andin Ez., 
xxii., 18, and Levit., xx., 27, we read, ‘ Thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to live,’ and,‘ A man ora woman that hath a familiar 
spirit shall be stoned to death.’ Such are the very explicit 
statements of the Scriptures. Taking the most charitable 
view I can of Spiritualism, Ican see no real distinction be. 
tween it and those things to which I have refered. Such the 
caso, the Bible is against Spiritualism, and tried by its test, 
the whole system is a gross delusion.” 

Besides the above quoted passages Mr. Skewes ocen. 
pies much space denouncing the wickedness of the 
Spiritualists in denying the actual existence of a per. 
sonal devil, with a countless legion of personal imps, 
In this as in other passages of his sermons, Mr. Skewes 
applies all the denunciations of the Bible against “ witch. 
craft, necromancy,” &c., to Spiritualism, and as he 
insists that Spiritualists tried by this standard are irre- 
trievably lost, it behoves us to recall to Mr. Skewes’ 
mind, that he has not as yet informed us what kind of 
a crime witchcraft is, or how it is connected with Spin- 
tualism at all. It might be objected by some carping 
and materially-minded critic, that the human race hag 
existed on the earth—as proved by science—for at 
least fifty, ifnot a hundred thousand years, whilst the 
popular translation of the Bible has only been vouch- 
sated to man during something less than five hundred 
years, Assuming, however. that the Bible is the only 
source of religious truth and knowledge, then does it 
become still more and more imperatively necessary that 
we should know the exact nature of the crime by which 
we are all to be judged and condemned to everlasting 
perdition. 

Mr. Skewes must be aware—if he knows anything about 
the status of Spiritualism at all,—that its votaries number 
a great many millions, many of them being among the most 
distinguished and influential personages of this generation. 
If he will take the trouble to glance over any of the weekly 
issues of the Spiritual journal called Light, he will see a long 
list of the royal, noble, and scientific persons who have 
openly avowed their belief in Spiritualism, besides the mass 
of less distinguished, but, as a general thing, very respectable 
people, who make up the rank and file of the Movement. 
Now, according to Mr. Skewes, all these are souls—if not 
already too far gone—at least in imminent danger of eternal 
perdition. In such a crisis as this, would it not be a 
humane act for Mr. Skewes, as a man, to say nothing ofa 
Christian minister, to tell us plainly what whitchcraft is,— 
and how Spiritualism is related to it? It cannot be the 
mere fact of comuning with spirits, or exercising spiritual 
gifts, for Moses, the Prophets, and Apostles, from whom 
the Bible denunciations came, not only communed with 
spirits, sometimes called angels, sometimes gods, and some- 
times men, but they often communed with them in ways 
that, at this time, would be deemed very shocking and high- 
ly improper. If we were not to go further than the ex- 
amples of Isaiah in running without clothing and barefoot for 
three years, and Ezekiel lying on one side for three 
hundred and ninety days, and then turning over aud lying 
on the other side for forty days, and eating food the very 
mention of which would be too abominable for ears polite, 
—these, and many other such practices, said to be com- 
manded in direct communion with the Deity, might indeed 
lay the practisers open to the charge of witcheraft of 4 
very horrible and disgusting nature. That Mr. Skewes 
does not seem to think much of these things, when com- 
mitted by Jewish Prophets two or three thousand years 
ago, is evident, from the fact that in his second sermon he 
reproaches us for requiring, as he says we do, "fixed con- 
ditions,” before we can obtain spiritual manifestations, 
whilst his model prophets require no such conditions, 1 
proof of which he says: “ Say the rules about spirit maut- 
festations: sultry heat, extreme cold, thunder and lightning, 
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md nervous exhaustion are all unfavourable to mediumistic 
operations. The Bible appears to know nothing of such 
les. It was too hot for Abraham to leave his tent; it was 
under and lightning and terrific storms in connection with 
Moses and Elijah on Mounts Sinai and Horeb; poor Hagar 
and Ishmael were more than exhausted ; Elijah was faint 
ato despair and wishing to die; Daniel was weakened by 


| stingand weeping, and Jonah, in the stomach of the whale, 


most have been sadly cold and uncomfortable, and yet all 
these, in the midst of such unfavourable conditions, received 
the most striking manifestions fron the invisible world.” 
Always bearing in mind the very limited number of 
inquires to whom “rules” or “conditions” apply, when 
king to investigate Spiritualism, we too would ask any 
anid or impartial reader, which conditions they would 
kem best for communion with pure and holy spirits, those 
tied above, as spirit circle rules, or those observed 
by Isaiah and Ezekiel? In this connection, however, Mr. 
Skewes has made another great mistake, and one which his 
fitliolatry has led him into, just as surely as he has been led 
into error on “the science of Spiritualism,” by consulting 
vith conjurers instead of respectable Spiritualists. The 
mistake which Mr. Skewes makes in trying Spiritualism by 
te Bible is apparent, when he informs his readers that, 
though Jonah must have been sadly cold and uncomfortable 
inthe stomach of the whale, he yet received striking mani- 
{stations from the invisible world. The fact is, Spiritualists 
d the nineteenth century do not believe in holding circles in 
thestomach of a whale, with or without conditions, and they 
don't want to learn the way, even if they could doit. They 
ue often called ugly names, but they don’t propose to imi- 
tate Elisha: curse their revilers “in the name of the Lord,” 
ud, by angelic power, cause two bears to come out of a wood, 
ind tear forty-and-two of their enemies, especially if they 
sould happen to be “little children.” They don’t want 
the power granted to one man to slay a thousand of their 
tlw creatures with the jaw-bone of an ass, and then ask 
the Supreme Being to cleave a hole in the instrument of 
murder, and fill it with water to refresh the murderer. 
There are thousands of things said and done by the Jews, 
those Spiritualism Mr. Skewes alleges to be all divine, 
hich, if enacted in the present day, would cause all man- 
ind to rise up in horror and indignation against the per- 
ptrtors, Abraham may have been a model of faith for 
dering to slay his son as an acceptable sacrifice to his God, 
ud Jeptha may have been a model of piety for putting his 
aughter to death for the same divine purpose, but we doubt 
fanineteenth-century court of justice would holj modern 
Abrahams and Jepthas quite as guiltless as they would a 
party of ladies and gentlemen sitting in their own drawing 
wm, conversing with pure and holy spirits, to whom murder 
nall its forms would be a heinous and unpardonable crime. 
dad still notwithstanding all Mr. Skewes's wrath against us 
for suggesting that our circle rooms should neither be too 
hot nor too cold, he has not deigned to tell us what kind 
tfa crime this terrible witchcraft is. Having often heard 
imilar denunciations from similar sources, but never hav- 
ng been able to learn that witchcraft was anything but 
Modern Spiritualism, I now propose to tell my readers 
vhere they can ascertain something more about witcheraft 
‘ban Mr. Skewes seems inclined to tell them. If they will 
unut Wm. Howitt’s “History of the Supernatural ;” 
Ennemoser’s “ History of Magic,” Walter Scott's “ Demo- 
tology and’ Witchcraft,” Upham’s “ History of Witchcraft 
i New England,” Dr. Godwin’s very voluminous account 
the rites, ceremonials, and practices of the ancient Jews, 
ind the acts that were allowed and those that were for- 
bidden, in that section of his work, entitled ‘ Moses and 
Aston;” Dr. Mackay’s famous work on “ Popular Delu- 
tons;" Webster, and every other good encyclopzdist, be- 
tides scores of other authorities that we have not space even 
catalogue, he will find that the Hebrew word chasaph, 
lte the Latin term veneficus (translated in the Bible 
“vitch””), signifies ‘‘ poisoner,”—-and that the term was 
applied to those who by philters, charms, the evil eye, ete., 
dict cattle, cause blights to crops, sickness or death to 
‘temies—in a word, who by “compacts with evil spirits ” 
York harm and mischief. Those who “ divine by a familiar 
Hirit” were called ob, or obi, the meaning of which is 
“bottle,” and this term was applied to the voice supposed 
to issue from an evil spirit imprisoned within the witch, 
speaking as if from a bottle.” To this order of diviners 
the Greeks applied the term “ ventriloquists.” 


Thus the sum of all is—that witches, wizards, diviners, 
necromancers, ete., were persons who made, or were sup- 
posed to make, compacts with evil spirits for evil purposes. 
I should insult the common sense of my readers if I assumed 
that they needed to be told that in a book full of all sorts 
of Spiritualism, there must be some devoted to good, and 
some to evil; some obnoxious to the ruling powers, and 
some permitted ; and that where denunciations of a violent 
and threatening character are used by practisers of such 
arts as are attributed to Moses and some of the prophets, 
it must mean either that the denouncers were jealous of 
rival wonder-workers, or that the arts denouuced were 
practised through evil means and for evil purposes. 

Again and again American Spiritualistic writers as well 
as those of the Spanish, French, and German spiritual 
journals, have shown the dishonesty of those priestly de- 
nunciations in which Scripture terms are used to scare 
ignorant readers, without the least attempt to draw the 
lines of demarcation between good and evil practices, or to 
point out wherein the denouncers differed from the denounced. 
This has now become an old clerical trick, and implies tbat 
the preacher that resorts to it has but a poor opinion of the 
common sense of his bearers, or their acquaintance with 
Biblical lore. Such scarecrow threats, too, are peculiarly 
inapplicable to the Spiritualists, who, as I have shown 
before, so far from courting the power that has fallen upon 
them, have been for the most part its involuntary recipients 
and often its opponents, until they found it brought them 
nothing but good. 

Even now, with the exception of calm inquiry or the 
kindly social gatherings so often alluded to before as 
“ circles,” the. Spiritualists practice no rites, ceremonies, 
invocations, or incantations, with the exception of open- 
ing their meetings with prayer, and conducting them by 
the singing of hymns. Mr. Skewes (even with the aid of 
his friend the conjurer) cannot lay his finger upon a single 
act, deed, word, or thought that savours of evil, or could be 
construed into a shadow of offence against God or man. If 
Mr. Skewes would send all Spiritualists indiscriminately to 
the domains of his great clerical ally, Satan, because they 
may not believe in his particular fashion—pinu their soul's sal- 
vation upon the acceptance of the thirty-nine Articles, and 
hang the chain of St. Athanasius’s creed around the necks 
of their reason,—then we have to remind Mr. Skewes that 
facts are facts, whether they are in the Rible or not :—and 
if it be a fact that my good and wise father can speak to me 
as freely now he is a blessed spirit, as when he was a mortal 
man, I shall esteem the fact as one of God's most provi- 
dential dispensations, whether it be endorsed or denied by 
the Jewish Scriptures. 

What I or any of Mr. Skewes’s neighbours think of the 
Bible is nothing to him, provided I and his neighbours lead 
good lives, and do as far as we can to all others, as we would 
be done by. That wicked people may force themselves in- 
to the ranks of Spiritualism, and make use of its great 
popularity and world-wide power to cover their tendencies 
of evil, none can deny. Neither could we expect anything 
otherwise in an age so wicked, corrupt, and fraudulent as 
this. Buteven then, it must be remembered, Spiritualism 
has not made society. It has to take it as it finds it; and 
if after 1800 centuries of Bible preaching, and 400 years of 
Bible reading, we find this generation full of war, crime, 
pauperism, and ignorance, the fault does not lie at the 
door of Spiritualism. Mr. Skewes says :— 

“Wherever this book has been allowed to circulate, and its 
principles have been allowed to live and rule, there have 
always been the greatest peace and prosperity.” 

We wish Mr. Skewes could prove his words; but we fear 
“the peace and prosperity ” he boasts of will not take the 
place of the ghastly crimes that disgrace our nineteeath 
century civilization, until Christian ministers teach the one 
unwritten commandment of their Master—namely, love to 
God and love to man, instead of the thirty-nine Articles ; 
and prove their faith in their Master, by giving such signs 
of their belief as they will find commanded in the last 
chapter of St. Mark, verses 16, 17, 18. Meantime I 
earnestly hope that Mr. Skewes’s zeal for Bible Spiri- 
tualism will not induce his congregation to hold circles like 
Abraham on the burning plains of Arabia, nor like Jonah 
in “the damp and uncomfortable” interior of any fish large 
enough to contain them. Despite a thousand such 
denouncers as Mr. Skewes, I am decidedly of opinion, that 
the millions of Spiritualists scattered over the world will 
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continue to hold circles in pleasant private rooms, with 
good fires in the winter, and the perfume of sweet blossoms 
streaming in through open windowsin the summer. That 
they will continue to sing hymns of invocation to beloved 
friends, none the less beloved because they are holy spirits 
instead of fallible mortals. That they will listen with 
reverent belief to the charge of their spirit mothers, fathers, 
children, and friends, to build up the kingdom of heaven 
within them, and when the Christian organs of the day 
report these sayings and doings as ‘‘howlings from the 
pit,” ! ! (vide “ Protestant Standard,” Feb. 24, 1883), they 
will respectfully invite the truely Christian writer of such 
literature, to turn to the following significant text of his own 
Scriptures, ‘ Whosoever shall say, thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell fire.” —Matt., v., 22. 

The facts of Spiritualism exist, whatever books ancient 
or modern endorse or denounce them. The doctrines of 
Spiritualism are tried by their fruits, and that independently 
of any man or set of men’s creed. Astronomy, geology, 
electricity, labour-saving machinery, and the entire array of 
arts and sciences, are facts, although the letter of the Rible 
is often found to be in direct contradiction tothem. Bible 
worshippers put men to the torture or death, for introducing 
these facts, until they became popular, and then they adopted 
them, and pretend that they flourish only under a biblical 
dispensation, So will it be with Spiritualism, if it be worth 
the while of Spiritualists to wait till the human nature of 
the future repeats the human nature of the past. As to 
the fruits of Spiritualism, judged by its effects upon the 
lives, characters, and beliefs of those who have dared to 
advance beyond its mere scientific phenomena, and its 
religious significance, it ultimates into a creed, the which I 
venture to pronounce as representative of all the points of 
agreement that unite the immensely diverse and world-wide 
tanks of Spiritualism. 

I believe in the Fatherhood of God ; 

The Brotherhood of Man ; 

The Immortality of the Soul; 

Personal Responsibility Here and Hereafter ; 

And, Eternal Progress. a 


SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA. 


THREE EXTRAORDINARY SEANCES. 


It is almost as hard to know what is going on in Spiritual- 
ism, as it is for some people to know the state of their own 
minds. A London letter in the “ Harbinger of Light,” for 
March, says that the facts have accumulated to such an extent 
that it is unnecessary to add to them, yet, it is added, till 
the medium can be seen while a spirit is materializing, the 
philosophy of materialization will be nil. The medium has 
been seen while the spirit was materializing, many times, nota- 
bly in the case of Dr. Monck, as recorded by the Ven. Arch- 
deacon Colley, and yet the philosophy of materialization is as 
much nil as before in the estimation of some people. We know 
fer certain that spirits do materialize, and that they derive the 
material from the medium and other persons present, and by a 
process of synthesis, which is continually going on in Nature, 
under the potency of Spirit, substances are transformed so that 
visibility is produced from invisibility. The clairvoyant is the 
proper observer of all such phenomena, the ordinary on-looker 
learns nothing. Clairvoyants have, in our presence, repeatedly 
described the process of building up the material form of the 
manifesting spirit, and to our mind, the philosophy of the 
materialization of spirits, is no more “ nil ” than is the philoso- 
phy of the ordinary materialization of spirit, as seen in every 
day humanity. A 

But the correspondent alluded to states that the manifes- 
tation of the Spirit was much more easily evolved five, three, 
or even two years ago than now. This is far from being in 
accordance with the experience of the mediums with whom we 
are acquainted. Five years ago, when promiscuous seances 
were just waning, and for the following two years, the phen- 
omena were indeed unsatisfectory and intermittent. During 
the last two years mediums have been much more select in the 
arrangement of their circles, and are in better condition, 80 
that now the power is remarkably strong, and the phenomena 
satisfactory. Yet this is not a universal realization. Those 
who have studied the laws of mediumship and endeavoured to 
work in accordance therewith, have had abundant satisfaction, 
whereas, where the principles of an unfortunate “ Circular ” 
prevail, the angels visits have indeed been few and far between. 
All this is to throw abundant light on the “ philosophy of 
materialization.”. The thing cannot be done on purely mater- 
jalistic principles, by seating a certain number of people round 
a medium, the predominant idea being watchfulness against 
trickery. The instincts of honour do not pass into the grave 
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at death, however little they may sometimes be visible in thig 
life, and spirits. like those in the body, are subject to that fel- 
low-feeling, which may wake them wondrous kind, where they 
feel at home, or strangers, where the influences are grating to 
their sensibilities. 

Recently, there have been in a semi-public manner illustra. 
tions of the present condition of mediumship, which have been 
going on weekly, and every night of the week, in private these 
last few years. So close are circles now held, that it is im. 
possible to get a knowledge of what is going on; hence, 
phenomena that would have occupied columns to report them, 
are now passed over in silence, or, if the record of them meet 
the public eye at all, it is summarized in a brief paragraph. 

On behalf of the Testimonial Fand to Mr. Towns a series of 
tbese seances were held at the Spiritual Institution, the salient 
points of which we will briefly notice :— 


Mr. anb Mrs. Herme’s SEANCE. 


This was the first of the series, and the attendance was go 
large that a circle was formed round the room, and then the 
circle was donbled in some places. There would be over thirty 
sitters present ; most of them were good sitters, but at the last 
moment a gentleman brought in a party of friends so new to 
the subject that they could scarcely behave. This interfered 
considerably with the results, especially on their side of the 
room. It was a dark seance, and all persons held hands, the 


„mediums included. The manifestations were varied, powerful 


and satisfactory. The usual phenomena of moving objects, 
performing on instruments, and touching sitters were abund- 
ant, but the most prominent feature was the spirit voice; that 
is, the spirits materialized vocal organs, and spoke close to 
sitters at great distances from the mediums. Several spirits 
thus manifested, and “ Peter” recognised friends belonging to 
other circles, where he manifests through another medium. 
The spirit “James Lombard” exercised clairvoyance, and 
described the spirit relative of one of the sitters, and gave the 
name. ‘Mr. Robinson,” who was a preacher in Lancashire 
when in the body, gave a most able discourse. It had such an 
elevating effect that deep and respectful attention was mani- 
fested throughout the room. ‘‘ Peter” materialized so fully 
that he could be palpably felt and heard in some parts of the 
circle as he moved about. The mediums were so closely 
wedged in, that neither themselves nor any other mortals 
could have produced what occurred so abundantly. Many 
spirit lights were seen, particularly a large one which 
remained a long time up in a particular corner. 


Mr. Rita’s SEANCE. 


On the following week, Mr. Rita sat in the same room. 
The circle was large, about twenty sitters, but so select were 
they that most perfect psycbical harmony pervaded the whole. 
The spirits used the direct voice freely, carried the fairy bells 
about the room, and played them with fine effect. They also 
touched the ceiling with the instrument, making sounds and 
leaving the mark there, seen by all when tho gas was again 
lighted. The grand manifestation of this sitting was the 
materialization of the spirit “ Charlie.” Only the bust was 
formed, so that the spirit could move round the whole circle, 
over the intervening table or in open space, and show himself 
close to the faces of the sitters. This he did by a light which 
he produced himself. He held it in his hands, and by breath- 
ing on it, caused tha light to intensify, so that his features 
could be plainly seen. All the while he spoke freely to his 
friends in the circle. 

Mr. Husx’s SEANCE. 


The last of the series was that given by Mr. Husk on a sub- 
sequent Wednesday evening. There was again a large attend- 
ance, nearly as large as when Mr. Herne sat. Two clergymen 
were present, also Mr. W. H. Harrison, late editor of the 
“ Spiritualist.” The same conditions were maintained: 4 
table being in front of the medium, which held him in one 
place, and all present held hands, so that tho circle was in 
mutual good faith. Several spirits used the spirit voice. The 
raort remarkable feature of the sitting was its musical tendency. 
The fairy bells were carried about overkead aud played in 
accompaniment to hymns sung. The Lancashire spirit sang 5 
verse of “Come home the childer and me.” One of tho 
controlling spirits opened the large book-case in the room an 
took therefrom a number of volumes which he distributed 
amongst the sitters, placing them in some cases on their armé 
in the most accurate manner. though it was dark. He said 
these books had remained there long enough. It was time 
they were put into circulation, to spread the light, and Mr. 
Burns was in no need of the money they would fetch. One 
gentleman promptly took the hint, and purchased one of the 
books as he passed out. “Jobn King” spoke at this sitting, 
as at all the others. 

These slight sketches are very imperfect. To describe fully 
what took place would occupy several pages. The sittings 
were eqnally successful, though there was a variety in thé 
manifestations, probably due to the difference in psychical 
qualities of the mediums. These sittings supplied indi- 
bitable proof of the manifestation of spirits and of the exist- 
ence after death of relatives, for the son of the spirit “Mr, 
Robinson” lives in Stratford, Essex, and at Mr, Herne’s circle® 
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jastalked with his father thus, weekly for years past, and so 
pas Mr. Lombard, also of Stratford, talked with his bri ther. 

These mediums and otbers of equal power are constantly 
polding circles at which much more vivid phenomena occur, 
pecause of the more highly developed state of the circles. The 
fact remains that if sitters were harmonious, the spirits could 
nanifest to a large number as well as to a small group of 
sitters. 

Let every soul who sees the hand of Providonce in the affairs 
of men, thank our heavenly Father for these most wonderful 
panilestations of his love and power. These humble, mani- 
fasting spirits are His servants. They demand nothing of us 
farther, than that we love one another, to enable them to do 
their Creator's will amongst us. They ask as to give our hearts 
to God, for thereby do we express the holiest and kindliest 
feeling towards them and towards one another. 


Mrs. Groom’s LAIRVOYANCE.—Àt the conclusion of her dis- 
course, on a recent Sunday evening, at Birmingham, Mrs. 
qoom described twenty-eight spirits related to strangers in 
tbe audience, three only of which were not recognised. The 


peculiarities of form and character were so pointedly described ' 


that it left no loop-hole for doubt. One gentleman from the 
audience rose and said: “I have come from Walsall to this 
meeting, expressly to know something, if possible, of those 
that have passed away. Iam a stranger to this lady (Mrs. 
Groom). The two children she has described are mine. The 
femalo described is my wife's mother, and if she stood before 
gouas I do now, she couid not be better described.” “I, too,” 
wid another, “am a stranger and a sceptic, and have been 
here but once before, and have been a disbeliever until to- 
night, You have said there is a gentleman with mo between 
fifty and sixty years of age, with grey hair, bald head, was 
troubled with heart complaint, and that would not tell an 
untruth to be made Lord Mayor. JI am bound to admit it is 
ny father. He died of heart disease at the age of fifty- 
seven.” Many others made similar admissions. Here, in an 
upstair classroom of a board school, in a side street, a few 
(comparatively speaking) are almost weekly receiving evidence 
ofa life beyond, that cannot be refuted upon any rational 
grounds; while thousands flock to.Secular halls, and are grop- 
ing to find the evidence of man’s soul in his anatomy, and tens 
of thousands go to their chapels and churches to hear preached 
adivine revelation of mystery, the expounders of which know 
to more than the Secularist ; while the millions have no liking 
for either, but stay away and * enjoy themselves.” A most 
deplorable state of things that the Light of Heaven must yet 
remove,—Cor. 


Seir IDENTIFICATION WantTep.—To the Editor.—Sir,—On 
Sunday evening, April 15tb, at our usual sitting a spirit com- 
nunicated through our trance medium, who gave his name 
and address as "James Mortiboys, Butcher, 50, Blews Street. 
Manchester.” He said he was 18 years of age, and bad met with 
an accident by being thrown out of a cart; that he was now in 
afog or partial darkness, and wished us to help him, and ex- 
plain why he was in this position. He complained of the pains 
caused by the accident, and scarcely understood that be had 
passed away. We inquired, can you lift up your spirit to a 
loving Father? can you pray?” Answer :* Ah! My mother 
tanght me to pray when I was a lad, but since that, I am sorry 
tosay, I have neglected it.” He referred to his mother in a 
very touching manner, and longed to have a conversation with 
her, We promised to try to bring this under her notice., As 
the address is quite unknown to us, wonld some of our Man- 
chester friends please investigate, and report.—I am, dear sir, 
yours in the Cause, CHAS. GRAY. 

139, Pershore Road, Birmingham. April 16, 1883. 


TicuporvyE PropHEecy.—Dear Mr. Editor,—I am a constant 
reader of your paper, the Mrvrum. You did me the honour of in- 
terting a letter of mine, Dec. 10, 1880, describing Mr. Tetlow’s 
being entranced at my house, and giving a sketch of the life of 
Jean Luie, who was present, and uttering a prophecy regard- 
ing Tichborne. A gentleman wrote to ask me what the pro- 
phesy was, but I felt impressed that the time had not come to 
state it, hence I did not tell him. Doubtless he isa constant 
reader, and may feel interested with others in learning that 
the prophecy was, that in three years from that time Tich- 
borne would be free. We have now got the tide running in 
our favour, Charles Orton and Mr. Daniel Smith went to 
Australia, arrived in December last. Charles and Arthur 
(the supposed lunatic in Paramatta Asylum) recognised and 
embraced each other. They together with Mr. Eckford, a 
member of the Australian Parliament, also a man named 
Peebles, (whom the claimant named as one who was saved 
with him), are also with the party, now on the bosom of the 
ocean, bringing thestartling proof, that Artbur Orton and 
Roger Tichborne are two separate and distinct persons. What 
will the trickstera in authority say to this? and how the 
sanctity of their abettors, the ‘‘ pulpit and the press,” will be 
put toshame. God’s truth and light have been trampled on 
by them sadly ton long |—Yours obediently, T. HUTCHINSON. 

158, City Road, Manchester. . April 15, 1883. 
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Querrec Hatt, 25, Great QUEBEC ST., MARYLEBONE Roap.— 
Sunday, April 22, at 11 a.m., a Seance, Mr. Savage medium ; 
Evening, at 7 prompt, Mr. MacDonnell: “ Crucifixion of Jesus 
from a Roman standpoint..—Tucsday, at 8.30: a Conver- 
sational Explanation of Diagrams in the Hall, by Mr. Wilson. 
— Thursday 8.30, Developing Circle, conducted by Mr. J. M. 
Dale.—Friday from 3 to 5, Mrs. Hagon attends to see Women 
and Children for diagnosis and treatment of disease; at 
8, a Seance, Mr. Hagon, Medium.—Saturday, at 8.30, a 
Seance, a good Clairvoyant medium attends. Mr. Hancock 


is present a half-hour previous to speak with strangers.—J. 
M. Darr, Hon. Sec. . 


NorrinGHaM.—The meetings are very well attended, hoth 
on the Sunday and week-night. On the 8th we had an excel- 
lent trance address through Mrs. Haines, from the words: 
‘¢ Blessed are they who have not seen and yet have believed,” 
and another, through Mr. de Wells, on “ Harmony,” the writer 
concluding with some observations on the Parable of the 
Sower. On Sunday, 16th, trance address through Mrs. H., 
from the words :—‘ Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord 
thy God hath led thee,” which was dealt with both in its retro- 
spective and prospective bearings. Normal address by writer 
on our ‘* Spiritual blessings,” the conditions on which they can 
be obtained and enjoyed. At this service there was also the 
gifts of healing and clairvoyance in active exercise. Surely 
these are blessings for which we cannot be too thankful.—Gxro. 
Hatnzs, 12, Sherwin Street. 


LEICESTER.—Silver Street Lecture Hall. On Sunday even- 
ing last Mr. Bent again occupied the platform, when there 
was a good congregation present. He took for his subject, 
Hebrews, xi., 16: “ But now they desire a better country, that 
jis an heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God; for he hath prepared for them a city.” As usual, 
it was listened to with the greatest attention. Sunday evening 
next, Mr. Bailey will take the platform; also, probably, the 
Sunday evening following.—R. WIGHTMAN, Sec., 74, Mostyn 


` Street, Hinckley Road. 


Mancuester.—Mechanics’ Institute, Major street. On sun- 
day morning last, at 10.30, our platform was occupied by Mr. 
R. A. Brown, of Manchester, whose spirit guides chose for their 
subject— “The New Religon,” which was eloquently and for- 
cibly dealt with. In the evening Mr. Brown again occupied 
our platform, from whose guides a trance: discourse. was de- 
livered, entitled—‘* Weighed in the balance and found Wanting. 

Several eloquent illustrations where, given, showing how, 


` if we do not wish to be found wanting, we must live a good 


and consistent life on this carth.. At the end of the discourse 
the guides gave a grand poem on the subject. 
SAMUEL CHESTERSON, SEC. M.S.S.S. 

SPIRITUAL [ns1rruTION.—On Sunday evening after reading a 
portion of Oanspr, “The Book of Inspiration,” Mr. Swan 
gave an interesting account of Mr. Ruskins Museum at 
Sheffield and the guild of St. George. Other speakers express- 
ed their views on kindred subjects, anda very instructive ~ 
evening was the result. 

The quotations from Oausps, given in the MEDIUM, are read 
with great interest, and many wish the price of the volume was 
such as to place it within their reach. It cannot be sold 
cheaper in its present form. It is a huge “ family Bible,” with 
many engravings, and cheap as a book. It is a “book of 
books "—a library in itself, and it cannot be compressed into 
small compass. To reproduce it in a smaller form would cost 
some hundreds of pounds. By forming ‘‘Oabspe Clubs,” and 
putting in even a penny per week, many persons would soon 
possess it. How many thousands of pounds are spent on 
tobacco and alcoholics? If the shops that dispense spiritual 
light were as much patronized as those that provide the means 
of degradation and vice, we would have a different country. 

GoswErL HALL SUNDAY SErvicEs.—I have very much plea- 
sure in announcing that Goswell Hall will.be re-opened on 
Sunday evening, the 29th inst., at 6.30, when our esteemed 
friend, A. T. T. P., will deliver an address. There has been a 
slight alteration in the mode of working, but all particulars 
as to future proceedings will be announced at the meeting; 
and the attendance of those friends who so kindly interested 
themselves in our work at the Hall last year, is earnestly re- , 
quested. It is intended to have a tea meeting in a fow weeks, 
particulars of which will be duly announced.—ALEx. Brown, 
Hon. Sec. 


Jonn, C. McDonaLp.—We fail to perceive any consistency or 
definite meaning in what you bave written. Kindly oxcuse 
our stupidity. 

qae - 

Mrs. Showers has been unable to continue her Articles no 

“ Dreams, Omens and Apparitions,” because of serious illness 


in the family. She hopes to be able to resume the subject in a 
short time. ; 
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SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OF THE MEDIUM 
For the year 1883 in Great Britain. 


As thoro will be 52 Numbers of the Mepium issued in 1888, the price 
will beo— n 


One copy, post free, weekly 0 2 eae perannom 0 8 8 
Two copies Ap n 0 4 an D 017 4 
Three ,, n ai 0 öl ooo i 1 310 
Four ,, on r 0 7t ow a 112 6 
Five 45 s 0 9 an ” 119 0 
Six 4, a5 sr 010}... 3 3 
Thirteen 1 6 18 


20 eee 3 

Additional copies, post free, lid. each per week, or 6a, 6d, per year, 

THE “MEDIUM” FOR 1883 POST FREE ABROAD, 

One copy will be sent weekly to all parts of Hurope, United States, 
and British North America, for 8s. 8d. 

To India, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and nearly all other 
countries, for 10s. 10d. 

Money Orders may now be sent from nearly every country and colonY 
to London through the Post Office, In other cases a draft on London, or 
paper currency, may be remitted, 

All orders for copies, and communications for the Editor, should by 
addressed to Mr. James Burns, Office of the Mrprum, 15, Southampton 
Row, Holborn, London, W.C, 

The MepiuM ts sold by all newsvendors, and supplied by the wholesale 
trade generally, 

Advertisements inserted in the Muprum‘at 6d, per line, A series by 
contract, 
ee on behalf of the Cause should be left in the name of ** James 

urns,” 


SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK AT THE 
SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW. 


Tuurspay.—School of Spiritual Teachers at 8 o'clock. 
Tuesday.—Mr. Towns, Clairvoyance, at 8 o'clock. 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


_ Mrs. Britten's Answer presents several noteworthy features, 
in addition to its merits asa Defence of Spiritualism, in a 
general sense. There is a deep truth in the stress laid on 
spontaneous manifestations. It is only the incipient investi- 
gator that has recourse chiefly to the routine of the con- 
ditiona] circle. Experienced Spiritualists well know that where 
human motives are altogether laid aside, a beneficent spiri- 
tual power seizes the favourable opportunity, using it ina 
moro effective way than mortals could devise. This introduces 
-~ another truth, that the “spheres of love and wisdom,” as 
Mrs. Britten aptly terms them, are very differently inhabited 
from those spheres in which reside the more earthly influenced 
spirits, that are subject to the shortsighted behests of mortals: 
And, further, we are brought face to face with the wholesome 
truth, that there are different classes of ‘Spiritualists ”: all 
grades of soul development in man, claiwing their relationship 
to spiritual surroundings of a similar tendency. Thus self- 
examination and development, the religious life in its highest 
and truest sense, lies at the bottom of all beneficent Spiritual- 
ism. Unfortunately, other and lower kinds are regarded too 
frequently by the public as typical, but the candid and dis- 
crininating teachings of Mrs. Britten will do much to set all 
these misunderstandings right. . 

So also was the Gospel Spiritualism misconstrued. “ He 
hath a devil,” it was said by the predecessors of Mr. Skewes. 
Mr. Fowler has done his best to give grounds for forming an 
opposite opinion, by circulating amongst the clergy 4,000 
copies of this issue of the Mepium. We pray—and we hope 
all readers solemnly join with us—that the spirit of self-sacri- 
fice for truth, that which gave strength and resolution to bear 
the pains and shame of the cross, will accompany each copy, 
and prompt the better nature of every reader, to follow the 
precept: “Sell all thou hast, and follow me.” 

We can scarcely ask the Clergy to do what we are not pre- 
pared to accept in our own case. We are all the creatures of 
circumstances, the Clergy particularly so. Many of us may 
advocate unpopular truths openly without bringing utter 
ruin on ourselves and those dependent onus. ‘he Clergy 
cannot do this, nor do we ask them. Itis enough that they 
desist from a false position of antagonism to Spiritualism. 
Their eager alliance with false-professing conjurers has shaken 
the faith of thousands in the truthfulness and honour of the 
Clergy. From this oblique patli many have stood aloof. We 
know not a few clergymen who are thorough Spiritualists and 
preach its advanced views, which are really Gospel views, in 
their sermons. They are with us, rather than against us. We 
have known clergymen leave the pulpit altogether because they 


could not conscientiously occupy the position, and not speak 
out more plainly on the teachings of Spiritualism, while 
others teach what they can, and investigate in private. 

Still, we have no hopes of seeing a Spiritual Disponsation 
inaugurated through the Clergy, The Judean Fishermen and 
their Master were not of the priestly order. While we aim our 
arguments at the Pulpit, we intend them to rebound back upon 
the People. An enlightened Public Opinion will make an en- 
lightened Pulpit a possibility. Spiritualism is Religion’s and 
the honest Clergyman’s best friend, as not a few of them who 
peruse these columns regularly will admit. 

Nevertheless, we adopt the noble position of Mrs. Britten, 
Let the Clergy fight against God, if they will. Those on the 
side of truth and liberality have an easy and pleasant task in 
their defence, but should any plausible accusation he brought 
against us, we will be glad to hear it, that we may thereby 
take the hint and, straightway, reform. It is not our fallible 
methods of experimentation that we enforce on public atten- 
tion, but a grand and glorious spiritual work, which ia not of 
man’s hands, for it is heaven’s gift of to-day, put into humanity's 
keeping, to be productively used, abused, or hid in a napkin, 
A responsibility, therefore, rests upon every soul, from which 
it is impossible to shrink. 

Lastly, we would refer our religious friends to the deep 
spirit of piety which pervades this Mepium, and to the three 
remarkable seances at the Spiritual Institution, and the paper 
by Mr. Duguid, as illustrating the teachings, philosophy and 
manifestations of Spiritualism. 


The Rev. E. H. Sugden, a Wesleyan, is doing well. His 
manner of work is set forth in an advertisement elsewhere. 
His professions are quite groundless, and, therefore, he is mis. 
leading the public, but he deserves our pity, as he is his own 
dupe, also. This“ muscular action ” dogma is all froth. Where 
was there any muscular action in the cases of spirit-descrip- 
tions recorded in this present No. of the Mepium: in the 
case of the materialized spirit, who described a spirit and gave 
the name; in the case of Mr. ‘letlow, at Rochdale, on Sunday ; 
and in the case of Mrs. Groom, of Birmingham? We com- 
mend these and thousands of such instances to Mr. Sugden and 
his friends. His “scientific explanation” is a playing into 
the hands of materialism—that is all. When will Revs. of 
all denominations learn to discern the finger of. God, and not 
continually seek to make people believe it is the footprint of 
the devil ? 


The London correspondent of the “Argus” states that the 
late Archbishop of Canterbury was a member of the “Ghost 
Club,” a Society for investigating a phase of Spiritual Pho. 
nomena.—* Harbinger of Light,” Melbourne, Australia. 


As a directory to those who may this week read the Muxpium 
for the first time, and may desire further information, we refer 
all such to the List of Spiritual Meetings on page 253. On 
application to the Spiritual Institution, London, information 


will be supplied by post. 


A SPECIAL YORKSHIRE “MEDIUM.” 


NEXT WEEK, APRIL 27, 1883. 


This Number will contain an Original Spiritual Allegory, 
by Mr. A. D. Wilson, Halifax, entitled : 

“THE FAR-FAMED CITY, AND ITS MONUMENTS,” 
delivered recently at Leeds. It reads like a fairy tale, and 
is deeply , instructive. The merits and demerits of the 
vi rious religious systems are skilfully analysed, and yet so as 
to give offence to none. Secularism is presented, and Spiri- 
tualism is set forth asthe ideal we all strive to make it. 
Every class of Society will feel ‘interested in this allegory. 

To place no obstacle in the way of its extensive diffusion, 
we offer it at the following rates :— 

Parcels of 24 copies and upwards will be supplied at One 
Penny Hach, carriage per rail extra. 

Parcels ot 100 copies, carriage paid to any railway station, 
for 83. 

An order for 500 copies will be supplied for One Guinea,— 
that is, we contribute half the cost—thus reducing 
the Mepium to One-halfpenny. 

We sincerely wish some Yorkshire friend would imitate the 
excellent example of Mr. Fowler, of Liverpool, and put 4,000 
copies of Mr. Wilson’s Allegory into circulation. We hope the 
Yorkshire bretbren will take the matter up individually. Mr. 
Wilson is one of themselves, and they will feel proud to make 
his able production extensively useful. 

Orders with remittances should reach us not later than 
Wednesday. 

As we go to press we have received the order of our 
old friend, Mr. Jobn Culpan, Halifax, for 500 copies. Well 
done, Yorkshire! Mr. Culpan will no doubt have good com- 
pany in those who are to follow his lead. 

We have printed an ext:a supply this week, for those who 
have not ordered in a !vance. 


' ApriL 20, 1883. 
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MRS. BRITTEN’S CHALLENGE. 


TO THE CLERGY IN GENERAL. 
Notwithstanding the withdrawal of Mr. Skewes from the 
defence of his position, it is to be distinctly understood that the 
Challenge still stands open, and Mrs. Britten is prepared to 
meet any other Clergymanin Public Debate on the subject of 
Spiritualism. 
ae 


THE CHALLENGE TO REV. J. H. SKEWES, LIVERPOOL, 
TO PUBLIC DEBATE ON SPIRITUALISM WITH 
MRS. EMMA HARDINGE-BRITTEN. 


Mr. John Fowler, Liverpool, has handed in for publication 
the following letter, addressed by him to Rev. J. H. Skewes :— 


St. Ann’s, Sefton Park, April 12, 1883. 

Dear Sir,—Having supplied you with that which you pro- 
tested from time to time kept you from accepting Mrs. Britten’s 
challenge, I write to ask when it ‘will be convenient for 
you to meet that lady, and debate that or any other subject or 
phase of Spiritualism you choose to take up,—you can select 
the Resurrection which you have been speaking upon lately, 
orany other topic; do not let it be said it was only a pretext, 
your asking for an authenticated reply to your sermons. You 
have now got that reply. You were the first to throw down 
theglove, and to represent Spiritualism in a false light, and 
when challenged to an open debate, shrink from it. The 
Church may be proud of its defenders, when none of them 
have the courage of standing by what they teach, when it 
meets an opponent. Let us have no more pretexts, but meet 
the challenge if you feel competent to do so. 

Qn Monday evening next you will have the opportunity 
given you, or any other clergyman, to meet in a friendly way, 
and debate the subject—“Is Spiritualism of divine origin ?” 
Mra. Britten will open the debate in the affirmative, and after 
treating it for a short time, an opportunity will be given to 
those taking the opposite view, ten minutes allowed to each 
speaker, and the preference given to you or any other clergy- 
man, to speak. We invite you to come, you will be heartily 
received, or any others who come ; we will have no tricksters 
or conjurers, what we expect on both sides will be a flow of 
reason, and allin a friendly spirit.—Yours faitbfully, 

Rev. J. H. Skewes. Joun FOWLER. 

Since the foregoing was in type, we learn that Mr. Skewes 
has declined to meet Mrs. Britten in public debate. Mr. Fowler 
closes the matter with the following letter, which he has 
addressed to Mr. Skewes :— 


To the Rev. J. H. Skewes.— Dear Sir,—Your favour to hand. 
Jam sorry to find that my prediction is realized, and that you, 
vith all who would be exposers of Spiritualism, when chal- 
lnged, are afraid to meet the same. Why should men defame 
and slander, and when called upon are afraid to come forward 
where they can be publicly refuted, and the would-be exposers 
exposed? We have your boasted request :—‘ Let me have a re- 

` ply to my two sermons and I will then do so and so,” and when 
you get the reply, to meet and debate what you have advanced, 
yon decline. You say you have heard something from a nephew, 
ofa Spiritualist in America, and that you may utilize the same 
ime day. Hearsay, and something that cannot be proved, is 
what the Church depends upon: that suits them better than 
to have proof or facts. Have faith in hearsay, and publish 
the untruth often enough, and you will persuade people that 
hearsay is fact and not fiction. 

I conclude by saying, that when a man is given to publish 
hearsay, he is always afraid to face the truth when called 
upon, as you have been, to defend what you have advanced 
against Spiritualism. It is contemptible in a man professing 
tobe a teacher of others and a searcher after truth, to go and 
nisrepresent a body of people who were not in any way inter- 
fering with him, and, when called upbn, publicly, to come 
forward, is afraid. You were not afraid to join conjurers to 
malign us, but you are afraid of the truth.—Yours sincerely, 

April 16, 1883, Joun FOWLER. 


NRS. HARDINGE-BRITTEN AT NEWOASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Mra, E. H.-Britten will lecture on Sunday, April 22nd, at 
Weir's Court, Newgate Street; morning. at 10.30, subject— 
“Man, Spirit and Angel”; evening, at 6.30, subject—* The 
Gods of Men and the God of the Spirits.” Collection to defray 
expenses, : 

A Grand Reception, Tea and Entertainment will be held in 
the above Hall, in honour of Mrs. Britten, on Wednesday, April 
25th. Torat 6 p.m., Concert at 7.30. Tea and Concert 18., 
Concert only, 6d.——H. A. Kay. 

——_~>___—_ 

“Scotch Gardener ” bas spoken of a sitting with Mr. Cusdin, 
at which himself and Mr. Baron, the well-known healer, were 
alone with the medium. “Jobn Brown” communicated, desiring 
that his " Royal Mistress” should know that he had found 

the pearl of great price.” The spirit had not great power 

manifest, and with difficulty controlled Mr. Cusdin’s vocal 
organs, A. T.T.P. has also had a visit from the same spirit, 
but he has not yet been able to transcribe the message. 
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SPIRITUAL DYNAMICS. 


PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR CLAIRVOYANT 
SENSITIVES. 


By A. Ducum, PRACTICAL CLAIRVOYANT. 


In drawing attention to the subject of Clairvoyance, it will 
be wise to inculcate a few thoughts that may be useful for 
discovering the existence of the faculty, and the qualifications 
necessary for its clear and full development; as mistaken 
evidence may lead to baneful results. 

Some writers on the subject assert that every individual 
possesses, more or less, the faculty, and with due and careful 
attention may bring ont this clairvoyance of vision and interior 
consciousness of unknown truths and unseen objects. 

Now, I would lay down my testimony. from a wide field 
of observation, that it is not a quality found within every per- 
son, although many possess the material to develop the faculty, 
anda few have itin action ; it being the predominating tendency 
of their organic arrangement. At the same time, it is possible 
to call forth the power and induce its development where no, 
trace of it is to be found. This scarcity of clairvoyant vision 
is not because of the rarity of the ability, or impoverished state 
of the region from whence these gifts of the mind originally 
spring, for as we go on we shall find there is a perennial foun- 
tain, pure and abundant, awaiting receptive conditions amongst 
the children of earth. ¿ 

In speaking of Clairvoyance, we use the term relatively, 
because much of that which takes place in the spirit-circle, 
under thet designation, has a meaning intensely deeper than 
the common acceptation of the term conveys. We regard Clair- 
voyance and Psychometry as kindred qualities of the mind, 
manifested through favourable conditions, and when judiciously 
cultivated, working harmoniously with the other mental attri- 
butes; and, being under control of the will, invariably enhan- 
cing life’s privileges, throngh the wide and clear survey of 
man’s nature and surroundings which they afford. 

As there are means for strengthening memory and improv- 
ing our powers of calculation, so in like manner we can foster 
and cherish this superior qualification, und by assiduous at- 
tention to diet, to cleanliness, and stated times for experiment- 
ing, the power will become unquestionably clear and distinct, 
and conspicuous as a beautiful accomplishment of the human 
mind; and not the abnormal power se much sought after 
by many, to the exclusion of otner mental and social qualities 
so essential to human life. What I mean is, that to cultivate. 
Clairvoyance, it is not necessary to form ascetic habits, or make 
an absentee of oneself from the pleasures and associations 
of civilized life ; but it is rather a power, in its purer culti- 
vation, that tends to bind humanity together by the finest cords 
of sympathy and love, and, at the same time, prove a pioneer 
towards the goal of happiness in the social ranks of life. 
Therefore, beginning with this idea, we place Ciairvoyance 
among the “fine arts,” that can and will yet be sought after 
to a higher extent than is implied in the meaning attached to 
the term, as generally understood. 

Who has clairvoyant ability, and how can it be properly 
developed? are the questions generally asked by parties in- 
terested, and to answer which would embrace a wide field of 
inquiry. I might say that some have asked these questions, 
who were in possession of the faculty to a wonderful extent, 
but felt confused in their ideas regarding it: not from want 
of evidence as to its existence in their particular case, for many 
inquirers have abundant manifestation of this quality of mind. 
They wili state that while sitting in the seance room, with a 
darkened light, they observe sparke, balls of fire, and globes 
of light, forming and changing into innumerable shapes of 
earthly objects. Now, these objective forms must be the 
emanations of thought from those beside, or located near these 
seers; and as thoughts are always substances, these vapoury 
phantoms must be the thought-life or life-experience of some 
one; and in these cases adjustment and regulation of conditions, 
is all that is required to furnish the beautiful fruits of clair- 
voyant vision. 

The darkened atmosphere of the room is like those black 
concave mirrors, a requisite to some for seeing and sensing 
these thought-emanations. When these indications are seen, 
it unmistakably setiles the question as to the possession of the 
faculty. But we do not rest,in the idea of holding dark circles 
for the purpose of development in Clairvoyance. The possessor 
of this gift can be more successful, by trying to define the 
objects presented, in an illuminated atmosphere, or even on a 
body which holds or contains condensed light, as a crystal or 
convex lens. When it is possible to obtain a distinct objective 
vision, without any intervening agent, then can the unfettered 
faculty operate freely, and, directed by the will, travel to dis- 
tant objects and describe them as successfully as in the case 
of those in the immediate vicinity. 

I admit it is not so easy a matter to obtain this result as it is 
to describe it, as, in most cases, clairvoyant sensitives have 
littie will power, and what they do possess is often under the 
dominion of others, therefore, the first step towards a proper 
realization of the faculty is the strengthening of the will, and 
a consolidation of the nervous system. The inhalation of good 
a'r, the use of nutritious food, and the wearing of requisite 
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clothing, with thorough attention to cleanliness: to go over 
in detail these various conditions would extend our remarks 
too far, but suffice it to say that, in breathing, allow the lungs 
to be filled, by long artificial inspirations, and in course of 
time they will attain extended capacity, and afford a large 
surface for the oxidation of the blood, which is the beginning 
of thought or will-force, as it is afterwards expressed through 
tbe brain. In relation to food, we are right in following the 
vegetable regimen, although, in some cases, flesh meat would 
not harm, where there is a laxity of muscle, or softness in the 
fleshy parts of the body. In this respect the subject will ob- 
tain light and interior guidance (which must on all occasions 
be strictly followed) that will afford direction on these dis- 
puted points. Clothing must not be heavy, and every evening 
should be well-aired, even kept out of the bedroom, so that 
we enter on new conditions daily. Let the cleansing of the 
body be a thorough hydropathic treatment every day. 

This government of the physical powers of the body will 
enable the mind to attain a healthy state of action, and, hav- 
ing in view the desired end, it will launch forth on new and 
extensive fields of observation, and gradually obtain supremacy 
ever material conditions, and the effects of surrounding 
circumstances will fail to be the moulding influences of our 
life. Should loss or pain or trouble ensue, which unquestiona- 
bly cannot be avoided, the eftect will be weakened and almost 
overcome through foresight. 

While we seek to inculcate the attainment of Clairvoyant 
powers because of their use and benefit to the indvidual pos- 
sessing them, we wish at the same time to embue the mind 
with a principle of pure love and devotion to duty, while exer- 
cising them on behalf of others. Becanse, there is a fascina- 
tion about the idea, when we find that other parties can be 
influenced and, even at a distance, made to feel the spell of our 
presence, and that actual contact of soul exists through that 
mysterious sensibility which can interweave its charms around 
the object of our wishes: yes, and by the same cord of airy ten- 
uity obtain for us a record of the doings and sayings of the 
person so remotely situated. There is a divine sublimity in 
this work, and it should be performed under the sacred dom- 
ination of the Great Infinite Spirit. Morality should be a 
living virtue in the Clairvoyant, and no standard of. morality 
can be safe without the centralizing point of Deity. 

It is only necessary to draw attention to these facts, in view 
of the manifold and divers uses to which Clairvoyance can be 
applied. By purifying the fountain, the stream will be of a 
healing and invigorating nature. A long and dark catalogue 
of mischief has accrued to its history, and to avoid the snare 
of further evil, it is well to have a strong foundation of moral 
principle and a pure motive in the exercise of the faculty. 
Although this is candidly stated, it does not follow that Clair- 
voyance is by any means a forbidden agent, or that it blasts 
the life of those who use it. It is within the domain of created 
things; it is incorporated with the life of man, and may 
become a divine agent in reforming and regenerating man- 
kind, and in place of the trail of misery which has marked its 
course in some instances, it is possible to make the record of 
its doings good and lovely,—an angel of heaven, sowing deeds 
of kindness, love, and peace. To my mind there is a parallel 
in the history of the unworthy use of Clairvoyance with that of 
the manufacture of alcohol from the nourishing grain: It is a 
‘crime of the blackest character to destroy the rich and beauti- 
ful food, for the purpose of extracting a vile and pernicious 
substance, which only deteriorates and demoralizes wherever 
it is used. Alcohol may be regarded as a quality of nature, 
but the Creator never designed its separation from those 3ub- 
stances with which it is originally in beautiful combination ; 
and, in like manner, Clairvoyance is only safe in alliance with 
virtue and goodness. 

It is a worldly maxim that “ Knowledge is power.” There 
never was a more mistaken fallacy ; as the actual knowledge 
of many of those mysterious combinations of the substances of 
nature has brought to light a heterogeneous mass of dangerous 
and deleterious agents; and discovery after discovery is going 
on, irrespective of the consequences and influences these exert 
on tbe family of mankind. If goodness had been equally 
prevalent, the hand of man would never have dared to lift 
from their sacred resting-places many of those powerful sub- 
stances which are at this moment spreading desolation and 
woo instead of being a blessing, as the Great Original inten- 
ded; and, until these substanc?s, which are so hurtful when 
out of place, are deposited faithfully into their proper relations 
again, we cannot, as children of the Infinite, be prosperous 
and happy, but will ever be followed by retribution and 
mieery. 

When you find that you are a sensitive, by those peculiar 
feelings which attach themselves to you in the presence of 
others, and seeing around them what they are not cognizant 
of, then let your thoughts be directed towards a sure and cer- 
tain development, and an unfaltering; adhesion to truth, wbat- 
ever that meansto you. Do not reason anything morally bad 
into a form of goodness; but keep hold, also, of the reins of 

reason, and only embark in speculations that have the golden 
colour of truth. However gilded any theory or representation 
may be, do not venture on an acceptance of it until you find 
the solid grains of truth. Those who havo had experience 


know the value of these thoughts, for nothing induces a system 
| of the wildest speculation more readily, than opening up this 
clairvoyant faculty. It launches you forth into unknown fields, 
aud fancy may draw the bow at a venture, and we are sure to 
strike some remarkable object. These abortive results are not, 
because they ure conjured up through a diseased imagination, 
or the fetid exhalations from a wasting brain, bat by reason of 
something existing, and a veritable world of cause and effect. 
I have often thought that many of those Eastern tales about 
magic caves, gorgeous mansions, and elysian landscapes, hid- 
den from common observation, were but concealed methods of 
stating the wonders and mysteries of clairvoyant vision. It is 
a fact that some of our most brilliant novel-writers were so 
imaginative that their scenes and characters became part and 
parcel of themselves; as Dickens relates of himself, that the 
persons he had conjured up followed him wherever he went. I 
remember on the street one day seeing by my side an airy 
shadow, which I conceived to myself as the most dejected 
picture of wretchedness and misery I had ever met with. I 
had not gone far on my way, when the actual embodiment of 
this ghost-like creature stood before me, in real and truthful 
personification, almost a perfect resemblance of the thought- 
picture. We might take the liberty and say—Coming persons 
east their shadows before ;—and behind, too, for we are con- 
tinually impr.ating the substance of our thoughts on the sensi- 
tized zones about us. You will see the force of my words, in 
calling attention to the fact of keeping our reason in active 
operation while traversing these inner domains of being,—the 
scenes are so bewildering and grand, the hidden springs of life 
so easily reached, that false steps lead to disastrous results, 
How often has that fruit of Paradise been taken unguardedly! 
and, through temptation of the “ Devil,” eaten passionately, to 
the mischief and misery of all concerned. A troop of demons 
has often been introduced, in place of opening a gate in the 
palace of light, and ushering in angel benefactors. 

The idea of “ guides,” introduced sometime ago, in spirit 
circles, as attending on mediums and the operations of Spiri- 
tualistic investigators, is here fully admissible, and is, indeed, 
an absolute requisite. But the wise and good will not be 
without these attendants or ministering agents ; and, although 
the clairvoyant subject has eyes and ears open to the doings 
and whisperings of the human heart, and walks amid the sub- 
limities of the interior world of force and action, he is like. 
wise beside earth’s departed inhabitants, and communing with 
spirits disenthralled from mortal clay, who are mighty and 
grand in the potentiality of spirit force, and, therefore, exerta 
subduing influence on the mind. 

The first leaf in the public life of Jesus should be taken and 
copied by all aspiring clairvoyants. He was tempted by the 
“ Devil,” a divine agent in this matter, and put to the test in 
regard to the nature and quality of the power he possessed: 
as to the effect of worldly power, the lust of wealth, even to 
the care of his body, and the use of food. All this is a trane- 
cript of the faithful preparation required when one goes forth 
on those errands of exploration, in the unknown regions of 
spiritual action. 

I have been asked the question: Does Clairvoyance really 
furnish those useful means, of which writers so eloquently 
speak? This can be answered only by those who go beneath 
the surface of things, and find that men and women are but 
mere puppets, guided and controlled by unseen natural forces, 
or, otherwise and more powerfully acted on by the spirits of 
air, earth, and water, or even more directly by individualized 
human spirits—in the various grades and developments— 
who are incessantly flitting through the avenues of earthly 
life. Genius, which heralds the brightest thought and plans 
the finest mechanical contrivance, is but the projected utter- 
ance or concreted expression of this interior realm. The poo- 
ple of to-day imagine that they are the pioneers of what is 
known as “ modern civilization.” The delusion will vanish if 
we get a glimpse behind the scenes, and learn the interior 
mechanism. of this outer material world. We are beset on all 
hands by causes and influences, and sensitives become aware 
of this, often in an embarrassing degree, through want of 
proper and judicious arrangements for the reception and use 

cf the knowledge communicated. Within those filmy curtains, 
intersecting the boundary line of the seen and unseen, spring 
all the benefits that have come to man, and the good that wili 
yet be communicated. Solomon, the sage of Israel said: 
“There is nothing new (or original) under the sun.” It is 
perfectly correct, from this standpoint, as the whole outer 
world is but the embodied form of what has previously existed 
in spirit. 

13, Oswald's Wynd, Kirkcaldy. 
(To be continued.) 


We feel that a baptismal glory willdescend this Anniversary 
far exceeding any past occasion. Spiritualism bos advanced 
to a higher standard of spirituality; und the hosts of heaven 
have grander labours outlined for humanity, which are about 
to burst upon usin a glorious flood of light. Realizing this 
we look to this occasion as being the inauguration of im- 
portant events.—‘ Light for Thinkers,” Atlanta, Ga., U.S.A, 
March, 31, 1883. 
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A COLUMN FOR THE YOUNG. 
LONELY LITTLE LARA, 


or 
OLD WILL’S WAIF. 


By Hans EDWARDS. 
[All Rights Reserved. ] 
(Oommenced in No. 674.) 


CHAPTER VIII. 


-“Bor THE PAIN OF SEPARATION MINGLES BITTER WITH 
THE SWEET.” 


After a few words with the fishermen, who had gathered’ to 
witness the departure, Lara and Wyclitfe continued their way 
to the “ Nest.” 

“ By-the-bye,” said Wycliffe, “how did you find out we were 
drifting towards the rocks? For I understand that you really 
were lying awaiting our destruction. I heard some of the 
sailor Jads discussing it ay we passed, a while ago, and they 
pointed at you rather mysteriously.” 

“Aye, aye! poor fellows!” answered Lara; ‘‘there are 
many things their simple hearts cannot comprehend. It was 
certainly I who gave the information, but at present it is 
not exactly suitable for me to tell you how I came by it, 
although I hope I shall at no very distant: period. Do not 
bother yourself over that, for it is simple enough ;—but, 
Wycliffe (by way of changing the conversation)—When do 
you really intend starting, because I will have a few prepa- 
rations to make?” 

“Oh! I suppose the matter of three days will suit us all. 
Miranda, I hope, will be quite recovered by that time. We 
vill go first to a little village about fifty miles south of this, 
aud leave her at the residence of a lady, who is a proved 
friend of both of us, and then we will make all dispatch down 
to Westam, up anchor and away. Miranda was proceeding by 
sea with me to Westam, to see me off. Thereafter, she was to 
go straight to the house of-the tady I have already mentioned, 
and reside with her during my absence. 
vidence has altered our arrangements, we will leave ber on 
onr journey down, and save her the trouble of returning alone. 
She won't mind it now that you will be with me.” 

“Ah! here we are: and Miranda up and dressed too! Well, 
gentle coz! Glad to see you looking so well after such a 
terrible adventure. None the worse for your bath, I hope ?” 

“Qh, thanks, Hugh; not much—only a bit of a coug!:, and 
afaintness, but they will soon wear off. But how thoughtless 
youare, Hugh! You have not introduced me to your com- 

anion.” ’ 

i “Your censure is, indeed, well merited, Miranda. I forgot 
you were unconscious last night, and of course know nothing. 
This, cousin, is our noble preserver. But for him, last night, 
you and I would have perished on the Reefer’s Rocks.” 

Hearing this, her beautiful face heightened in colour, as she 
atretched her hands to Lara. 

“I am afraid words will fail to express my gratitude. 
Heaven alone can reward such deeds.” 

“And heaven alone,” added Lara, “my gentle lady. you 
must thank for them. Iam only too bappy to bave had the 
privilege of being an instrument for good in the hands of the 
Almighty. Besides, I was not alone in the path of duty last 
night.” 

$ No!” broke in Wycliffe. ‘* But you were alone in foresee- 
ing the catastrophe. You were alone in encouraging your 
companions, and you were alone in saving me from becoming 
food for fishes, by braving a death amidst a group of rocks, so 
hideous that they would appal—” 

“Now, Wycliffe, if you please—if you please. Sit down— 
really, really it is quite time we had something to eat. I, for 
one, am extremely hungry.” Broke in Lara to stop his friend 
from speaking further. 

Then tho repast began, and a merry company they were : 
the strangers and Ben and his wife and Lara. 

Miranda Wycliffe was a graceful young lady of about twenty 
years of age, Although of a dark complexion, and possessing 
great personal charms, any one could detect at a glance that 
Hugh and she were of the same blood; and yet no one could 
exactly explain the resemblance. She was beautiful—very 
beautiful—both mentally and physically, and Lara felt that 
to the full, as he now and again stole a glance at her. That 
evening was one to be long remembered by him: and Miranda 
Wycliffe became in his mind a standard of comparison, that 
nothing could eradicate. If ever afterwards he met a beauti- 
ful face, it had to be compared with hers; if ever a woman’s 
lips moved to utter tones of gentleness, his mind reverted to 
the first true lady he had ever met. As he lay that night with 
her image deeply impressed upon his mind, recalling the words 
the had spoken, his innocent honest heart yearned to place it- 
self at her service. He loved her assuredly, but only as a slave 
Would his indulgent mistress. His was the adoration of the 


lowly: he never aspired to be her equal. He thought of her 
only as one far beyond his reach. 


However, since Pro- | 


And what, you ask, were Miranda’s feelings towards bim, at 
that same hour? Can you wonder that she was captivated by 
the humble sailor Jad, who had saved her life? Can you 
wonder that, ere her eyes closed in sleep, the truth had 
dawned upon her? She, who had escaped the snares of the 
most fascinating of society, had, indecd, yielded her heart to 
Old Will’s Waif—to Lonely Lara—whose fortune lay within 
himself; whose knowledge was, to all appearances, confined 
to the sea before the cottage door. 

But we must proceed with our narration. 

The last day of our hero’s residence amongst the fishermen 
of Foamy Head opened clear and cold. He was up early, be- 
cause they were to start about midday. and he had promised to 
call on several of the neighbours and bid them farewell. ‘What 
mingled feelings were his as he passed from cottage to cottage, 
receiving litile tokens of remembrance, and the heartfelt wishes 
of the inhabitants. There was a joy in thinking of the future 
he had pictured to himself, but there was a deep sadness in his 
heart, as one after another wrung his hand; for, had they not 
been true friends? Had they not been kind and even tender ! 
Ab! yes, he knew that, and his heart swelled within him, and 
he would have almost broken down, but for the support 
accorded by his spirit friends. True it is, that the most 
courageous are often the most humane and sympathetic. He 
would almost rather have endured the dangers of that stormy 
nigbt over again, than that sad parting with those who had 
been his associates for so many years on the dark waters of 
the deep. 

The last moment came. The coach stood before tho door of 
the “ Nest,” with Lara’s little bundle on the top. With grace- 
ful courtesy the Wycliffes took a kindly leave of the warm- 
hearted cottagers, but it was otherwise with poor Lara. Grasp- 
ing Ben by the hand he spoke with choking words. 

“ Ben,” he said, * do not think me heartless in deserting you. 
Ihave not forgotten your kindness nor that of your father. 
He will now be with me; you I leave behind. J shall never 
forget you—never forget you, Ben, for you have been more 
than abrother to me. This separation is instigated by those 
who can see further than either of us, and I am sure it is for 
the best. God bless you, Ben, and prosper you.” 


Unable to suppress his emotion any longer, he jumped into 
the coach and was driven rapidly through the hamlet. Many 
a face looked from the doors—many a kerchief waved a last 
farewell, and many a silent prayer for his welfare was raised 
to heaven, as the coach that bore away Old Will’s Waif re- 
ceded from their view. An old fisherman was heard to 
exclaim :— 

“We shall all miss him sadly, for a gentler, kindlier heart 
ne'er warmed a woman’s breast ; a bolder never braved a storm 
beyond the Reefer’s Rocks!” 

The conversation on the journey naturally turned upon the 
prospects of the two companions, and the qualities of the yacht 
that was to be their home. Miranda spoke with a readiness 
and comprehension that showed she was not totally ignorant 
of nautical affairs. She made them promise to write to her 
from certain places, and although she could not answer them, 
as their course was to be so indefinite, yet while they would 
be facing many dangers, she would be quite safe with her 
friend till they returned. : 

The journey was broken that evening at a country inn, 
where they rested for the night. Very early next morning 
they were up and on their way again, and towards ten o'clock 
arrived at the house of the lady already referred to. 

As Wycliffe was anxious to be on board that night, he 
resisted all the pressing invitations to delay his departure, and 
rose to go little after midday. j 

Miranda took a very affectionate farewell of him, and then 
turned to Lara. 

“ Lara !” she said, “ you are about to travel with one worthy 
of your confidence—one who will never fail you in time of need. 
I have no fear for you in his company nor for him in yours. I 
wili not again attempt to thank you for your valour on that 
fearful night, but I wish you to accept a trifle in token of my 
gratitude.” Dislodging a gold watch and chain from ber own 
person, she placed them on that of Lara, ** They were my 
mother’s!” she added, “but I have nothing else in my 
possession at present. Hugh will see the damago repaired ; 
for the salt water has affected the watch, although not very 
much. Heaven give you health to wear them, and remember 
that in Miranda Wycliffe you will ever have a true friend.” 

“ Aye and something more!” she sighed, as she wrung his 
hand and turned away. a A 

Lara was deeply affected, and would have protested against 
her gift, but Wycliffe, who seemed with his keen grey eyes to 
have sounded the hearts of both, almost forcibly hurried bim 
into the conveyance, and they were soon rattling off in the 
direction of Westam, 


(To be continued.) 


Prymouta, Richmond Hall, Richmond Street. On Sanday 
next, 22nd, at 6.30 p.m., usual service, but instead of an address 
there will be a conference on the best means of improving the 
Socioty’s position, and spreading the knowledge of Spiritual- 
ism. All Spiritualists around invited.—R. 9. CLaRKR, Sec. 
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PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK. 


EXETER—ODDFELLOW’S HALL, BAMPFYLDE STREET. 

I do not usually notice a trifling misprint, but there is 
one in last week’s Mrpium, too serious to be overlooked. I 
am made to say that the wise superintendence this work is 
under, does not need * any dictation or intelligence from us.” 
What I wrote was “ interference’—the last thing I should sug- 
gest would be that “intelligence” was not required on our 


part, though I will take this opportunity of saying that my | 


idea of intelligence in this case, is being spiritually-minded, 
and not merely intellectual. 

At the circle on Monday evening, of last week, there were 
sixteen present. Through thetwo mediums, Mrs. C. and Miss 
T., there was an abundance of phenomena, whilst the writer 
did his part in quickening the thoughts and spiritual aspira- 
tions of the company. 

Tuesday evening, twelve present. 
able, not for phenomena, but for the deep spiritual feeling 
within our souls. This is the best work, because it is abiding. 
Tho fact is, this is a desideratum, and must be the primary 
object of all our meetings; not the amount of phenomena, but 
the amount of spiritual influence realized. The spiritual influ- 
ence of our work will be exactly proportional to our own 
spirituality, the depth of the current of spiritual feeding run- 
ning through our lives and operating in our meetings. Many 
people imagine, unless there be a certain amount of external 
phenomena for investigators to witness, the circle is a failure. 
There cannot be a greater mistake. The stranger is influenced 
far more by the spirituality of the sitters than by the pheno- 
mena, because it is through the soul influence of the sitters and 
not merely through the phenomena, that the spirits are able 
to reach strangers. It is not so much the table as the MIND 
that needs to be moved, and the mind is moved by and through 
other minds. We are apt to suppose that spiritual manifesta- 
tions will make people spiritual. Nay, indeed, these may 
have the,veryjopposite effect, if considered as an end and not a 
means. It is not the phenomena which will influence the 
souls of the people around us, but the light shining within our 
souls, the aggregate of spiritual influence contributed by in- 
dividual Spiritualists. In proportion as we are spiritual, we 
shall spiritually influence others, and no further, whatever 
.phenomena we present. Hence the desideratum is to deepen 
the current of spiritual life within ourselves ; to increase the 
momentum and power of our own spirituality. Everytbing 
will yield to this. 

Wednesday evening circle, Mrs. O., was controlled by one 
who said his name was “Samuel Salter,” that on earth he 
lived at Crewkerne, Somerset, and that he was an insurance 
canvasser. He had been in the spirit world some time, and 
had left an “ old Jade” and several little ones. What struck 
my notice was that he always referred to his wife as his ‘‘ old 
Jade,” and if there are any readers of the MEDIUM at Crew- 
Kerne, the writer would like to know if they have heard of 
such a person, and also whether it is common for that phrase 
to be used. It was not used as a term of reproach, on the con- 
trary, he repeatedly declared that he himself had been an un- 
kind husband, which he deeply regretted, and that his “ old 
Jade” was a loving and forgiving woman. The medium on 
coming too, saw a man with a memorandum book and pencil 
in hand. 

On Thursday evening a lady was controlled for the first time 
to write. She wrote that her sister " Elizabeth ” was present. 
She acknowledged that she had a sister in the spirit world, 
called Elizabeth, but she had not been at all thinking of her, 
and said that the movements were merely the agitation of the 
nerves. It is amusing to hear the various theories suggested 
by mediums and others to account for the results at circles, 
One is afraid it is hisown mind, yet acknowledges the com- 
munication to be altogether independent of his own thought 
or knowledge. Another thinks it may be the abnormal action 
of the brain, yet acknowledges that the physical phenomena 
cannot be that. A third attributes the latter to the agitation 
of the nerves, yet acknowledges the personality and name 
indicated in the communication. There is danger that this 
gratuituous theorising should be carried tothe extent of per- 
versity. 

The meeting on Friday evening consisted of strangers, and 
was chiefly spent in conversation. 

At the Sunday morning circle there were four kinds of 
mediumship—writing, clairvoyance, inspiration, and healing. 
At the evening meeting there were elements of disturbance, 
but this is always an inevitable concomitant of spiritual 
awakening. It is a common remark in orthodox revivals that 
“ when God commences to work the devil is sure to begin.” 
We must expect weeds as well as flowers, tares as well as 
wheat, and chaff as well as corn. OMEGA. 


-eo 


Wesr PeLtToN.—Mr. F. Walker, of Pelton Fell, will give an 
Address at the house of Mr. T. Simpson, on the 22nd inst., at 
’ 6.p.m. Mr. W. Pickford, of Parkins Villa, will deliver the late 
Mr. D. Heel’s Funeral Sermon, on the 26th inst., at the de- 
ceased’s late dwelling, Ewe Hill, at 6 p.w., prompt. 
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ANGLO-ISRAELISM IN SOUTH AFRICA. 


During the course of a lecture at Cape Town, as reported in 
the “Cape Times,” March 17th, Mr. Phillips proceeded to treat 
of the di-appearance of the Ark of the Covenant, the Altar of 
Incense, the Tabernacle, and the stone on which Jacob slept. 

At the time the Prophet Jeremiah was last heard of, these 
and the daughters of Zedekiah disappeared. From passages 
of Scripture, according to his interpretation, and, in profane 
history, from the traditions and most ancient manuscripts of 
the Irish people of the northen part of the Island, he contended 
that Jeremiah, with a daughter of Zedekiah, and the treasures 
above alluded to, landed somewhere on the coast of Ulster 
about 580 3B.c.; that there Zedekiah’s daughter married the 
reigning king. He then gave some interesting information as 
to the manuscripts (which were mostly written in Hebrew- 
Phoenician) and of the colony which sprang up where he 
supposed the prophet to have landed, showing the many 
Hebrew forms and words that wero used for centuries, and 
referred to the excavations (now stopped for want of funds) 
on the supposed site of Tara.: These had laid bare gallories 
constructed in the most finished manner, while all students of 
history knew that at one time the North of Ireland was the 
great seatof learning in Europe. As to the Ark of the Cov- 
enant, the Tabernacle and the AJtar, he inclined to the belief 
that they were buried at Tara,and the Research Society would 
endeavour to prove or disprove that theory. As to the stone 
on which Jacob slept, he traced that down to the stone now 
in Westminster Abbey on which are crowned the kings and 
queens of England. Queen Victoria’s Levitic descent he traced 
from the daughter of Zedekiah, through the kings of Scotland, 
ending with James VI. of Scotland and I. of England, and so 
on to the Queen, the lecturer concluding, by reciting the 
National and other Anthems associated with the Queen, 
amidst great applause. 

Mr. Berks T. Hutchinson sympathised very much with the 
subject, and as a Mason had gone into it deeply. The Masons 
knew a great deal more about it than outside people imagined. 
Tara was really a Masonic tempe, and corresponded greatly 
with the Caves of Elephanta, with Karnac in Egypt, Benares in 


India, and the cities of the Aztelcs in Guatemala, besides other 
places. With regard to the stone in Westminster Abbey, it 
might be that on which Jacob slept, yet allaround in England 
he had found, crime, misery, and poverty. It seemed to afford 
no immunity from these. For himself, he believed that so long 
as any man lived a true and pure life, he might be saved. 

Mr. E. C. Baxter said he had heard it argued that the stone 
in Westminester Abbey was merely a piece of a particular 
kind of sandstone very abundant in Scotland, and that none 
like it had been noticed in the Holy Land. 

Mr. Phillips said he heard the same argument, but the Rev. 
Mr.Glover at the age of seventy-one went to Bethel, and 
brought thence a specimen of stone which had been declared 
by a geologist called in by Dean Stanley to be of exactly the 
same geological nature as the stone in the Abbey, and such 
stone could not be found in Scotland. 


ROCHDALE INVESTIGATING Socrety.—Mr. Tetlow, of Hey- 
wood, occupied the platform in the Codperative Assembly 
Rooms, at the corner of Oldham Road, on Sunday last, and 
gave two trance addresses. In the afternoon the subject was 
—‘ Of what does the belief in Spiritualism consist?” which 
was handled in a very high manner by his guides, who treated 
the subject from various standpoints, and gave the most con- 
vincing proofs of spirit-communion. At the close of the lecture 
a gentleman in the audience asked permission for a question 


to be put, which, after Mr. Tetlow had gained the consent of 
his guides, was allowed. One question he asked thoroughly 
‘amused a large portion of the audience, viz.: “ Can you give 
me a single instance, or can you prove one, where a spirit has 
come back and proved its identity?” Mr. Tetlow’s guides, in 
answer, gave him proof by describing a little boy who had 
passed away, which several clairvoyants who were in the room 
saw, standing by him. Mr. R. Harper, of Birmingham occu- 
pied the chair. In the evening the subject was —‘ Was Jesus 
very God and very Mav?” This was a very interesting dis- 
course, the guides showing that Jesus never claimed to be 
anything but a man, and that it was the people who set him 
up as God; and they also showed that Jesus never performed 
any miracles, but what have been done by our various mediums 
of to-day, and that if Jesus was God so were the Fakirs of 
India. The control was listened to with rapt attention, as it 
was an intellectual treat of the highest order. Mr. Avery, the 
president of the Society, occupied the chair. Mrs. Yarwood, of 
Heywood, will give clairvoyant descriptions on Sunday, April 
22, afternoon and evening.—W. GREENWOOD, Sec., 29, Russell 
Street, Rochdale. 


LODGING & BOARDING HOUSE, OR HOTEL. 

A Splendid House facing the Sea on the South Coast, about 70 miles 

from Loudon, at a favourite Seaside resort ; containing Twenty-five 
Rooms—some very large—every room well furnished, including Pianos, 
Linen, Pictures, &. Long Lease or Freehoid. Furniture and lease to 
be sold to an immediate purchaser at valuation, or an offer. Good 
security would be taken for part of the purchase money. This is an 
unusual opportunity to those who can undertake Lodging Houge duties. 

| —Apply at 15, Soathampton Row, London, W.C, 
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NOTES FROM TYNESIDE. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TyNE.—On Sunday, April 15tb, instead of one 
speaker wo had three. It was an experience meeting. Tho 
chairman, Mr. Kersey, opened by detailing some of his ex- 
periences, m which he had clairvoyantly seen the spirits of two 
persons whom he had known in earth-life,tand whose bodies he 
had seen buried, one 12, the other 14 years before the occur- 
rences. He was followed by Mr. T. Thompson, who also 
narrated some experiences, and enlarged in a very pleasing 
manner on the comforting and uplifting tendencies of Spiri- 
tualism. Mr. W. Morris succeeded, with a highly interesting 
description of the way in which he was drawn into the Move- 
ment, how he proved to be a physical medium, and how the 
spirits made him a total abstainer and rescued him from a life 
of drunkenness and misery. I will endeavour to obtain a more 
detailed account for your columns, as his experiences are 
exceptionally interesting. Mrs, Britten lectures next Sunday, 
both morning and evening. 

GaTEsHEAD.—Mr. H. Burton lectured on Sunday last, on 
“Proofs of Immortality.” He reviewed the old-world notions 
onthe subject, together with those now current as taught by. 
etisting creeds. He then elaborated his own ideas on the sub- 
ject, argued that if we could demonstrate a permanency, it 
would establish a proof of a necessary and eternal existence. 
He considered that this permanency was to be found in man, 
in his unchanging personal identity. Mr. J. Stephenson 
occupied the chair, and there was a good attendance. Mr. W. 
E. Robinson lectures on Sanday next. 

The members of this Society held a social gathering 
amongst themselves on Monday last. A pleasing variety of 
songs, readings, etc., enlivened their social intercourse, and a 
cofee supper terminated a pleasant evening. 

Ihear that Mrs. Hall, of Gateshead, has resumed her sit- 
tings, On Sunday last she held a reception, when about 30 
friends mustered, and some good phenomena, were obtained. 

Norta Suretps.—On Sunday, April 15th, the gentleman 
expected not turning up, the meeting was addressed by Mr. 
Burnside, Mr. Crawford, and Mr. Appleby. These gentlemen 
fally sustained our Cause, to the pleasure of a crowed house. 
It is evident that the friends here will have to look about for 
larger rooms. Such is the thirst here for knowledge on this 
all-important subject, that the rooms are generally too small 
forthe audience. Mrs. Britten is invited to speak here, and, 
ifahe accepts, the Oddfellow’s Hall will be secured for her. I 
am glad to hear of this effort to utilise her when in the North, 


for if any one can stir up the lethargy of the masses it is her 
gifted tongue. b ERNEST. , 


HovcuTon-Le-Sprinc. — Eight months ago, the Society 
started with about half-a-dozen members. They took the 
Miner's Hall from November 26 till April, but some one has 
taken it for a year, so that they have now no public place of 
necting. They have made rapid progress, and have now 30 
members. The spiritual teachings were making a deep im- 
pression on the minds of the people. The meetings are now 
held in private houses. All the work is done gratuitously, tra- 
velling expenses alone being paid to speakers. The officers for 
the ensuing quarter are: President, Mr. James Oooper: vice- 
President, Mr. James Campbell; Treasurer, Mr. George Gor- 
don; Secretary, Mr. Thomas Campbell. The accounts for the 
quarter ending April, as audited by Mr. John Crake, show that 
the income bas been £4 3s. 10d. ; derived from Member's Con- 
tributions, £2 83. 6d., collections, £1 15s. 4d. The Expenditure 
has been £4 38, leaving a balance of tenpence. On Sunday 
last, in the absence of Mr. Livingstone, who was to have 
spoken, an Experience Meeting was held, when there was a 
Yery good audience. 

MippiesoroucH.—On Sunday last we had Mr. Grey, of 
Gateshead, when his guides gave two very stirring addresses. 
The morning subject was, “ Love.” We had a fair attendance 
to listen to this excellent medium. In the evening the subject 
was, “ Philosophy of Death.” Everyone seemed for the time 
being spellbound : it was, indeed, a treat for many that came 
tothe meeting. We had a crowded house, everyone seemed to 
enjoy the discourse, indeed, they could not help it, for it was 
fall of spiritual traths, that, we suppose, all who are honest to 
themselves could not help but appreciate. Let us hope that 
Mr. Grey may long be spared to continue in the good work. 
The guides gave three poems: one on “ Livingstone,” another 
on Death, where is thy sting?” and, lastly, upon a gentle- 
man who had lived in Middlesborough. We realized the larg- 
est congregation, algo largest collection that has been yet.—H. 
GoopcurLp, Sec. 

Bariery Carr.—On the 15th inst., Mr. J. Armitage occupied 
the platform, when his guides spoke upon the words—‘ And I 
saw harpers harping with their harps, and they sang a new 
song.” In the course of their remarks they said, that the 
Vision was only typical of our times. The harp is an instrument 
Very difficult of manipulation, and so is the human body. And 
the new song was a new mode of living : living more in accord- 
ance with the laws of health. This would in time create a new 
heaven and a new earth, a new religion and a more healthy 
body. The discourse lasted forty minutes, and was repeatedly 
applauded, A good feeling pervaded the whole of the time. 
The attendance was the beat we have had for some time.—Cor. 


MEETINGS, SUNDAY, APRIL 22nd, 1883. 
LONDON. 
SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION, 15, Southampton Row, at 7. 
Qursec HALL, 25, Great Quebec Street, Marylebone Road, at 
11, Seance; at 7, Mr. MacDonnell: “ Crucifixion of 
Jesus from a Roman standpoint.” 


CaveNpDisu Rooms, Mortimer Street, W., at 7, Mr. J. J. Morse: 
“ God's Man.” 

PROVINCES. . 

BArrOw-IN- Furness.—75, Buccleuch Street, at 6.30. p.m. 

BATLEY Carr.—Town Street, 6 30 p.m.: Mr. Dent, 

BELPER.—Meeting Room, at 6.30. 

BinGLey.—Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 6 pm.: Mrs. Sunder- 
land, and Mr. T. Holdsworth, Keighley. 

BirMincHaM.—Oozell Street Board School at 6.30: Mr. A.J. 
Smyth. 

BisHor AUCKLAND.—Temperance Hall, Gurney Villa, at 2.30, 
and 6 p.m.: Mr. Hopwood, Byers Green. 

BrapForp.— Spiritualist Church, Walton Street, Hall Lane, 
Wakefield Road, 2.30 and 6 p.m.: Mr. Morrell, 
Wade’s Meeting Room, Harker Street, Bowling, at 2.30, 
and 6 p.m.: Mrs. Riley, Bradford. 

Spiritual Lyceum, Oddfellows’ Rooms, Otley Road, at 2.30 
Miss Harrison, Shipley, and Mrs. Holgate, Bradford. . 
Exeter.— Oddfellow’s Hall, Bampfylde Street, at 6.30. Rev. 

C. Ware. 


GATESHEAD.—Oentral Buildings, High Street, at 6.30 p.m.: 
Mr. W. H. Robinson. 


Guiascow.—2, Carlton Place, South Side, at 11, Mr. Griffin; 
and 6.30.: Mr. Hay Nisbet. 

Hatirax.—Spiritual Institution, Peacock Yard, Union Street, 
2.30 and 6 p.m.: Mrs. Gregg, Leeds. 

Kericuiey.—Spiritualist Lyceum, East Parade, 2.30 and 6.30 
p-m. : Mr. Shackleton: 


Lreps.—Tower Buildings, Woodhouse Lane, at 2.30 and 6.30: 
Mrs. Dobson, Batley Carr. 


Letcester.—Silver Street Lecture Hall, at 11 am. and 
6.30. p.m. 

LrverprooL.—Rodney Hall, Rodney Street, Mount Pleasant, at 
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.: Mr. E. W. Wallis. 

Maccies¥FieLp.—Spiritualists’ Free Church, Paradise Street, 
at 6.30 p.n.: Rev. A. Rushton. 

Mancnrester.—Mechanics’ Institute, Major Street, 11 and 6.30, 
Mrs. Groom, Birmingham. 

Mortey.—Spiritual Mission Room, Church Street, 6 p.m.: 
Local. . 

MippiesporouGcH.—Granville Lecture Rooms, Newport Road, 
at 10.30 a.m., and 6.30 p.m. 


NewcastLe-on-Tynz.—Weir’s Court, at 10.30 and 6.30: Mrs. 
E. H.-Britten. 

Norta Sareips.—Bolton’s Yard, Tyne Street, at 630 p.m. 

O.rpHAM.—176, Onion Street, at 2.30 and 6: Mr. W. Johnson. 

Piymouty.—Richmond Hall, Richmond Street, at 6.30: Con- 
ference. 


SHEFFIELD.—Psychological Institution, Cocoa House, Pond 
Street, at 6.30. 


SowzrBy Bripcr.—Progressive Lyceum, Hollins Lane, at 6.30 
p-m.: Mr. A. D. Wilson, Halifax. 


WALLsaL.—Exchange Rooms, High Street, at 6.30. 


THE FERRY HILL DEMONSTRATION. 

A Demonstration of Spiritualists will be held at Ferry Hill, 
on Whit Monday, May 14, 1883, when Trance and Normal Ad- 
dresses will be delivered in a field kindly lent for the occasion. 
The following gentlemen are expected to take part in the 
proceedings: Messrs. Grey, Burton, Pigford, Scott, Dunn, De 
Main and Oyston. Mr. D. Richmond, of Darlington, will 
occupy the chair. Gates open at ten o'clock; speaking to com- 
menco at one o'clock precisely. Admission to the field 2d. 
Tea wilt be provided in the Board Schools at 3.30, 6d. each. 
In the evening an entertertainment will be given in the Board 
Schools, when an excellent programme will be rendered. Mr. 
L. Winstone, of Durham, will preside at the piano. 

Doors open at 6.30, to commence at 7 o'clock. Admission : 
Front seats, 6d.; Back seats, 3d. A few reserved seats, 1s. 
each, ? ©. G. Oyston. 

Committee: J. Dunn, 
S. Mariow. 


Will the Friends of Middlesborough, Stockton, and neigh- 
bourhood try to get a certain number of Friends to go to the 
Demonstration at Ferry Hill, and send the number to the 
Secretary of M.A.S., so that arrangements can be made with 
N. E. R. Company for train to suit Friends in the Middlesbor- 
ough district.--H. GooncuiLp, Sec. M.A.S. 

15, Oliver Street, Linthorpe, Middlesborough. 


To Inquirers INTO SPIRITUALISTIC PHENOMENA, SCIENTIFIC 
OR OTHERWISE.—A lady, private medium, having sat regularly 
for the manifestations, nearly seven years with great success, 
will be happy to give sincere inquirers an opportunity of inves- 


tigating, free of charge. Address, M. N., 2, Scarsdale Villas, 
Kensington, W. 
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THE VACCINATION QUESTION IN PARLIAMENT. 

Tho following Resolution will be moved by Mr. O. H. 
Hoprwoop, Q.C., on Wednesday, the 1st May: ‘Thatin the 
opinion of this House it is inexpedient and unjust to enforce 
Vaccination under penalties upon those who regard it as un- 
advisable or dangerous.” 

Having regard to the now admitted dangers incident to 
Vaccination, as disclosed by the Official Report of the Norwich 
Inquiry, (Return $85,) the medical evidence at the recent 
hearing of the charge against Dr. Dunlop, for causing the 
death of Ada Lilian Williams, at St. Pancras, and the Par- 
liamentary Returns, 433 and 392, I respectfully ask your con- 
siderate co-operation to secure the adoption of the Resolution. 

WILLIAM Young, Secretary. 

London Society for the Abolition of Compulsory Vaccination. 

114, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 


MISS LOTTIE FOWLER'S TESTIMONIAL. 

Miss Fowler is just recovering from a very painful illness, 
which has quite prostrated her. Her testimonial has stood 
long in abeyance—too long—far too long. We hope her many 
kind friends will luse no time ia putting their good resolutions 
on her behalf into effect. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS Miss Fowxer’s Founp. 


8. d. 

“ Lily,” Author of “ Golden Thoughts in Quiet 
Moments.” 100 
Major Menars a 1170 
Mr. Wm. Morris, Dafen 050 
010 6 


Sig. G. Damiani 
Contributions should be remitted to Mr. J. F. Young, 
Honorary Secretary, Trafalgar House, Llanelly, South Wales. 


MR. J. J. MORSE'S APPOINTMENTS. 
Lonpoy, Sunday, April 22nd, Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer 
Street, W. Evening at 7. Subject: “ God's Man.” 
Mr Morse accepts engagements for Sunday Lectures in Lon- 
don, or the provinces. For terms and dates, direct him at 53, 
Sigdon Road, Dalston, London. 


Mrs. Har«inge-Britten will lecture at Liverpool, April 15th 
and 16th ; Newcastle-on-Tyne, April 22nd and 29th, Gates- 
head-on-Tyne, May 5th; Belper, May 13th; Cardiff, May 20th 
and 27th.—Address: The Limes, Humphrey Street, Cheetham 
Hill, Manchester. 


Mr. E. W. Wallis’s Appointments.—Liverpool, April 22; 
Oldham, April 25; Rochdale, April 26 and 27; Halifax, at 2.30, 
April 29; Sowerby Bridge, at 6.30, April 29; Bowling, Brad- 
ford, April 30; Leeds, May 1st—Address, 82, Radford Road, 
Hyson Green, Nottingham. 


THOUGHT 
READING. 


WHAT IT IS, AND HOW TO DO IT. 
ae public experiments of Kev. W, H, Sugden, B.A. (Wesleyan Minis- 
ter) fully explained, with directione by which any one may perform 

them with ease. 

Sham Thought-reading exposed, or the secret telegraph between 
Thinkeravd Reader (blindfolded) with the contact merely of a hand, 

Unconscious muscular action in Thought-tranference, a death blow to 
Spiritualism, Scientific explanation, and guide to the literature of the 
gnbjectr sent post free for sixpence.halfpenny by M. Gardner, 20, Park 

ace, Leads 


RAPHAEL'S POPULAR WORKS ON ASTROLOGY. 


RAPHAEL'S GUIDE TO ASTROLOGY, Vol. I., enables any perso 
to calculate their own Nativity, and to judge it correctly; to learn 
the probable state of their Health, their Fortune, their propar Pro- 
fession, whom they will Marry, whether Travel, etc, 

RAPHAEL'S GUIDE TO ASTROLOGY, Vol, IT, teaches all persona 
how to calculate Directions or future Influences, with many 
examples; it also contains the Geocentric Longitudes of the 
superior Planets, from 1880 to 1919 inclusive. 

BAPHAEL’S HORARY ASTROLOGY is now ready. This Work 
enables any person to answer all questiona relating to the Past, 
Present, ór Future, and upon any subject, and is wonderfully plain 
and precise inits instructions. ‘This volume is complete iu itself.) 


These 8 vols, are all that any one needs to become a complete adept ` 


in the sunlime science of Astrology. They are all bound in handsome 
cloth, gilt lettered, and the price is 3s. each vol., post free 3s, 2d, 

Any Volume can be had separate, 

CATTY & DOBSON, 4, Pilgrim Street, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 


ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY. 
R. WILSON may be Consulted on the Past, and Future Events 
of Life, at 103, Caledonian Road, Kings Crosa. Time of Birth 
reqnired. Fee 2a, 6d. Attendance from 2 till 3 p.m. Lessons given. 
Personal Consultations only. 


STROLOGY.—Nativities cast, 10s. Definition of Character, 3s. 
Questions, 28. Address, by letter only, , 
“ EXCELSIOR,” 3, Bina Gardens, South Kensington, London. 


ATIVITIES Cast and Astrological Questions Answered. For 
terms, enclos stamped addressed envelope ta Neptune, 24, 
Wallgraye Road, Harl’g Court, Loudon, a ee S 
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JAMES McGEARY, 


MAGNETIC PHYSICIAN. 


26, UPPER BAKER STREET, CLARENCE 
GATE, REGENT’S PARK, N.W. 


Specially successful in the Restoration of Defective Sight 
and Hearing. 
PAMPHLETS FREE ON APPLICATION. 


IMPORTANT TO INVALIDS, 
MWENTY-TWO oases of that dreadful Complaint, EPILEPTIC FITS, 
have been cured ia succession by 
Proressor KERSHAW, ELECTRICIAN AND MESMERIST, 
82, Sefton Street, Southport, Lancashire. 
One case cured suffered over twenty years, another case, eighteen and 


a half years. j 
Testimonials and Photographs can be seen at above address. 


h R. & MRS. HAGON, Magnetic Healers, at home after 10 every 
IL day. Patients attended at their own homes. Circles conducted, 
Seance on Sunday and Wednesday at 7-30 p.m. Free Healing on Sun. 
day morning at 1L a.m. Removed to 19, Farringdon Road, corner 
of Great Bath Street. 


] R. OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES of RHEUMATISM. 

gout, neuralgia, lumbago, epilepsy, general debility, and several 
affections of the head, eyes, liver, &c., attends patients from Eleven 
to One and Two to Five, at 3, Bulatrode Street, Welbeck Street, 
Cavendish Square, W. 


MR. I. HAWKINS, Magnetic Healer. 


AT HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, from 12 to 4 
A o'clock, Free Treatment on Friday. Patients visited at their own 
Residence.—224, Euston Road, N.W.: Near Gower Street Station. 


ASHMAN’S EMBROCATION, 


OR Gont, Rheumatism, Sprains, Bruises, Inflammation, Bronchitis, 
Pleurisy, and Congestion of the Lungs, Burns, Scalds, Chilblains, 
Wounds, Cuts, &c. 2s. 9d. per bottle. To be obtained at 3a, Sixth 
Avenue, Quesan’s Park, Harrow Road, W., and of all wholesale chemists, 


OMNAMBULIC MESMERISM. — Robert Harper undertakes the 
treatment of all forms of Disease, as the agent of a band of Spirit 
People, Mesmerically, and at any distance, Terms to suit all classes, 
to the very poor, free—90, Princess Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
Chest Preservers, highly Mesmerized and Medicated, 5s. each post free. 


Co PAWLEY, Writing, Speaking, Healing Medium. By 
the desire of her Guides, no money accepted,—Letters sent first, 
with stamped envelope for reply, 34, Alvington Crescent, Kingsland 
High Street. ' 


ME: CECIL HUSK, 20, Hazlewood Terrace, Maxted Road, Peckham 
Rye, 8.E. Seances—Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 7.30. 


Miss LOTTIE FOWLER. a 


ECs Medical, and Business Clairvoyant, 2. Vernon Place, Blooms. 
bury Square, W. C. Hours from 1till8 p.m. Fee 21s. 
At Home on Friday evenings to receive friends, at 8 o’clock, frea, 
No enquiries answered by letter. 


TO SPIRITUAL INQUIRERS. 


J THOMAS is willing to correspond with those requiring advice 
* orinformation upon conditions and surroundings. The fee for 
writing one sntire sheet of note paper is 2s. 6d, No charge being made 
oradvice. Address, Mr. J. Thomas, Kingsley, by Frodsham. 


R. A. DUGUID, Spiritual Teacher and Correspondent, 18, Oswald 
Wynd, Kirkcaldy. 


K. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test, and Business Clairvoyant, w 
1 at home daily, and is open to engagements, Address—99, Lisson 
Grove, Marylebone Road, 


MRS. LISTER, Laundress, 14, St. Leonards Square, Haverstock Hill. 
ia ''erms Moderate, Good Drying-Ground; Gent's linen a specialty. 


EEDS —Belgave Temperance Hotel, entrance opposite Belgrave 
Chapel, New Briggate, Central, Quiet, and First class accomodation 
Enclosed garden; Churges Moderate. i s 


SLE OF WIGHT.—Annardale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid 
z Ladieswill be taken great care of by a Healing Medium, including 
“oard and Lodging, for 30s. per week for the six winter months at this 
pretty seaside town, which is known to be partioularly salubrious. 


TRENCH AND GERMAN LESSONS; also, Translations, by a 
successful Public-School man. Address: Mortimer Leroy, 29, 
Walpole Street, Sloane Square, S.W. 


jee highest development of Pianoforte Playing, and most successful 

method, if persevered in, cannot fail to produce the best results. 
Address—‘‘ Professor,” Pianist and Accompanist, care of Mr. Burns. 
15, Southampton Row, W.O. Young Ladies brought out when efficient, 


WANTED a bedroom and partial Board in a family of Spiritualista, by 
a young gentieman, or to Share rooma with another. Apply by 
jetterto H. N., 97, Church Road, N. 


Price One Shilling, 
ACK TO THE FATHER'S HOUSE, A Parabolic 


Jnapiration. Parts (eleven issued), 18, each, 
London: W, Wi ALLEN, 4 Ave Maria Leng, B.C, 
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Now Ready, in One handsome Volume, price 5s.; Presentation Edition, fime paper, 78, oa. 


Post-O¥FFicE ORDERS on “Hian HOLBORN.” 


ON MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


THREE ESSAYS, 
By ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, . 
Author of “The Malay Archipelago,” “Contributions to the Theory: of Natural Selection,” &c., &c. 


CONTENTS. 


L Ax Answer TO THE AraumEnts oF Hoxe, Lecky, AND OTHERS 
AGAINST MIRACLES, 


IL Tax Screntirio ASPECT OF THE SUPERNATURAL— 
L Introductory. 


2. Miracles and Modern Science. 

8, Modern Miracles viewed as Natural Phenomena. 
4, Od-Force, Animal Magnetism, and Clairvoyance, 
5. The Evidence o° the Reality of Apparitions, 


6. 


Modern Spiritualism: Evidence of Men of Science. 
7. 


Evidence of Literary and Professional Men to the Facts af 
Modern Spiritualism. 
8. The Theory of Spiritualism. 
9. The Moral Teachings of Spiritualism. 
10. Notes of Personal Evidence. 
IIL. A Derencse or MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 
APPENDIX. 


Amberley, Lord, on spiritual phenomena and the 
character of mediume, 

4nimal magnetism. 

Antiquity of man, evidence of, long denied or ignored. 

Apparitions, evidence of the reality of; date of a War 
Office certificate shown to be erroneous by; at 
the “Old Kent Manor House,” 

Atkinson, H. G., experiment with Adolphe Didier. 

Aymar, Jaques, discovery of a murderer by. 

Baring Gould, on Jaques Aymar, 

Bealings Bells, 

Beatie, John, his experiments in spirit-photography. 

Bray, Char.es, testimony to clairvoyance. His theory 
of a “ thought-atmosphere ” unintelligible, 

Brewster, Sir D., account of sitting with Mr. Home, 

Burton, Capt., testimony as to Davenport Brothers. 

Carpenter, Dr., misstatement by; criticism on Mr. 
Rutter; omission of facts opposed to his views in 
“Mental Physiology ;” criticism on; ‘‘uncon- 
scious cerebration ” misapplied. 

Challis, Prof., on the conclusiveness of the testimony. 

Chambers, Dr. Robert, experiment by; extract from 
letter of (note). 

Clairvoyance, tests of, 

Clark, Dr. T. E., medical case of clairvoyance. 

Converta from the ranks of Spiritualism never made. 

Cook, Miss Florence, tested by Mr. Varley and Mr. 
Crookes (in note). 

Cox, Serjeant, on trance-speaking. 

Criticism on the Fortnightly article replied to. 

Crookes, Mr., his investigation of the phenomena: 
on materialisations through Miss Cook (note); 
his treatment by the press; by the Secretaries of 
the Royal Bociety. 


Decline of belief in the supernatural due to a natural 
law (note), 


Future Life, proof of the great use of Modern Spirl- 


tualism : the spiritual theory of, not a product of 


the medium’s own mind, 

Glanvil, character of ; extracts from. 

Gregory, Dr. William, on clairvoyance; criticism of. 

Gully, Dr., on the Cornhill article and Mr. Home. 

Guppy, Mrs., her career as a medium; production of 
flowers. 

Haddock, Dr. Joseph, account of discovery of stolen 
property by a clairvoyant. 

ll, B. C., his conversion from scepticism; under. 
goes the fire test, 

Hardinge, Mis. Emma, quotations from addresses. 

Hare, Prof. R., experiments und tests by. 

Historicai teachings of Spiritualism. . 

Home, Mr, Daniel D., experience of Sir David Brew- 
ster with; the fire test; experience of Serjeant 
Cox with; exposed to twenty years of scrutiny. 

Houdin, Robert, opinion of Alexis Didier, the clair- 
voyant. 

Howitt, William, testimony as to an accordion sus- 
pended in the air. 

Hume, David, on miracles; definition of a miracle: 
arguments against miracles; self-contradictions. 


Huxley, Professor, the uninteresting nature of the 
phenomena, 


Illustrative extracts. 

Imagination, effects of. 

Invisible intelligent beings, existence of, around us 
not impossible; their action on matter not an 

- “invasion of the law of nature.” 

Kerr, Rev. William, M.A., testimony to phenomena 
occurring in private. 

Law of continuity applicable to Spiritualism. 

Lecky, assertions about miracles; fallacies in his 
arguments; account of Glanvil. 


two persons at once; judicial record of distur- 


bancea at Cideville; testimony as to spirit-forms 
(note). 


Oracles not all impostures, 

Personal evidence: first experiences in table-turning ; 
with M s. Marshall. 

Photograpis, a conclusive test; conditions of a satis- 
factory test; Mrs. Guppy’s remarkable spirit-pho- 
tograph; likenesses recognised by Mr. Howitt: 
by Dr. Thompson; by the author (note); Mr. 
Blater’s experiments: Dr. R. Williams’s experi 
ments; Mr. John Beattie’s experiments, 

Physical Phenomena, summary of. 


Practical utility of Spiritualism, objections replied to. 
Prayer, efficacy of. 


Quarterly Review on Spiritualism. 
Reichenbach, Baron, his observations on magnetas and 
crystals; his witnesses; review of his work. 


. Robertson, Dr. J. Lockhart, tests the phenomena and 


accepts them as facts. 

Rutter on the magnetoscope. 

Bceptics, investigations by. 

Bcientific men, denial of facts by; thelr mode of 
dealing with the subject; refusal to investigate. 

Senior, Nassau William, on mesmerism, and his belief 
in spiritual phenomena, 

Sexton, Dr. George, his mode of conversion, 

Blater, Mr. Thos., experiments in spirit-photography. 

Spiritualism, periodicals devoted to; the theory of. 

Spiritualism, New Quarterly Magazine on; Quarterly 
Review on; historical sketch of; phenomena of; 
nature of the belief in; no recantations in; & 
science of human nature. 

Stone-throwing, remarkable case of, in Paris, 

Supernatural phenomena, so-called, works relating 


De Morgan, Professor, on spiritual phenomena. 

Deity, popular and spiritualistic notions of. 

Dialectical Committee, investigation by, 

Disturbances, unexplained, before rise of Modern | 
Spiritualism, 

Divining rod. 

Dunphy, Mr., versus Lord Amberley. 

Edinburgh Review's criticism on Young, 

Eimonda, Judge, investigation by. 

Edmonds, Judge, his character; his mode of inves- 
tigation; his daughter speaking in languages 
unknown to her. 

Eilictaon, Dr., a convert to Spiritualism. 

Experiments and tests by the author. 

Fire test 

Flammarion, M. Camille, evidence of 

Fortnightly Review on the disturbances at the resi- 
dence of the Wesley family. 

Vox, Miss Kate, the earliest medium; tested by 
committee; by Dr. R. Chambers and Mr. R. D. 
Owen ; seances with Mr, Livermore. 


the clairvoyant. 


phenomena, 
Levitation, examples of. 


tions criticised (note). 
phreno-mesmerism. 


explain Spiritualism, 


. modern vhbjections to, 


LONDON: J. BURNS, SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN. W.O. 


Just Published, Price 3s. 6d. 
GOLDEN THOUGHTS IN QUIET MOMENTS. 


By “ Lity.” 


Printed on fine toned paper, Royal 16:20, in an elegant 
manner, with an Oxford border in blue ink to each page, 
handsomely bound in bevelled boards. 

This beautiful volume of spiritual teachings and studies, in 
prose and verse, is unique in the literature of Spiritualism. 
Adapted for private reading, and as an appropriate gift-book. 

London: J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C. 


Just Published : The Cheap Edition of 
PROFESSOR ZOLLNER’S 


TRANSCENDENTAL PHYSICS, 
TRANSLATED BY C. ©. MASSEY. 
Price 3s. 6d., or Post Free 4s. 


Containing all the original illustrations, and perhaps the 
most valuable book at the price ever issued in connection with 
Spiritualism. 


SOLD by J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W.C. 


D 


| 


Price Threepence. 


HE ATONEMENT: 


0W TRUTHS as SEEN UNDER A NEW LIGHT. 


INSPIRATIONALLY WRITTEN 


By ©. P. 5. ALSOP 


(LATE BAPTISE MINIBTEB) 
Hardon 9, BURNS, 1h, Bouthawpto Row, High Holbo W.O | 


Lee, Dr. Edwin, on experiments with Alexis Didier, 
Lyndhurst, Lord Chancellor, belief in the spiritual 


Lewes, Mr. G. H., views of, as to iden“cal hallucina- 


Mapes, Prof., inquiries into Spiritualism. 
Mayo, Dr. Herbert, F.R.8., On clairvoyance; on 


Medical men, evidence of, for facts deemed incredible, 
Mental phenoinena, summary of. 


Mesmerism, personal experiences of; supposed to 
Miracles, definitions of; at tomb of Abbé Paris ; 


Moral teachings of Spiritualism. 

Musical phenomena with Miss Nichol. 

Muller, George. his life and dependence on prayer, 

Owen, Robert Dale, on supernatural phenomena oc- 
curring unsought for; case of apparition seen by 
a 


to; authors who vouch for the.facts. 

Suspicion, action of, illustrated, 

ape of feeling, 

Thackeray on phenomena witnessed in New York. 

Triviality of the phenomena, often apparent rather 
than real. 

Trollope, T. Adolphus, evidence of; as to the possi- 
bility of its being conjuring; as to the production 
of flowers. 

Tyler, Mr. E. B., on miracles as a “‘ survivor of savage 
thcught;' his mesmerio theory of spiritua! phe- 
Nomena answered, 

Tyndall, Professor, definition of a miracle by; on 
Spiritualism; reply to, by Mr. Patrick Fraser 
Alexander ; declines to investigate. 

Uses of Spiritualism. 

Whately, Archbishop, an inquirer into Spiritualism. 

Wilbraham, Hon. Col., testimony to genuineness of 
phenomena occurring with Mr. Home 

Williams, lr. R., experiments in epirit-photography. 

Witchcraft, evidence for; phenomena analogous to 
those of Modern Bpiritualism (note). 


Second Edition, 222 Pages, Cloth, 6s. 


THE OCCULT WORLD. 
BY A. P. SIN METI 
CONTENTS. 


Introduction.. The Theosophical Society. 
Occultism and its Adepts. Recent Occult Phenomena. 
Teachings of Occult Philosophy. 


JUST OUT: 
The new Leek Bijou Reprint, 
(Buddhistic Spiritualism.) 


CHRIST & BUDDHA CONTRASTED. 


AN ORIENTAL WHO VISITED EUROPE. 
150 pages: Price 3d.: Post free 4d. 


THIRD. EDITION.—(Just Published.) 
PRIVATE PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS. IN THE 
SCIENCE AND ART OF ORGANIC MAGNETISM. 
BY MISS CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT, 


Being her original Three Guinea private Manuscript Instructions. 
printed, revised and greatly enlarged, and containing valuable and 
practical translations, and the concentrated essence of all previous 
practical works. Numerous illustrations of passes, signs, &c. 

Price One Guinea, Paper. French Morocco, with double lock and 
key, at oe hoat Mogpeca dite, if extra. 

end for Paragraph Index, aud Pupi g Tostimonialg, to Mies Simpes 
son, Bepretery, 87, Oxford Manmona, Oxford Qizqus, London, We ` 7 
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PROGRESSbVE LIBRARY AND SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION, 


15, SOUTHAMPTON, ROW, LONDON, W.C. 


POLLO LLL LE LL LL LOLA LANL E 


MOTTO: The Discovery of -Truth; The Diffusion of Truth; and the Application 
of Truth to the Welfare of Humanity. 


SOLO ML LOI LOLOL LOLOL LOL GOL LLL LOD 


SUBSCRIPTION: Full Representatives, entitling to all privileges, and the uso of two volumes at a time—2l1s. per annum, 
Correspondents, 5s. per annum and upwards. Casual Readers may have the use of 2 volumes at a time from the 
Library at 6d. per week, 2s. per month, 5s. 6d. per quarter, or 10s. 6d. per half-year. Circles and Societies may 
have the use of any number of Volumes at a fixed scale of charges. 


INSTITUTIONAL Depsrtuent.—The Institution is a permanent Centre for the supply of Information 
and useful Agencies needful for the extension of the Cause. On this account it has received the support of the most 
eminent Spiritualists from the beginning. Subscriptions and Donations are applied towards Expenses, amounting 
to several hundreds of pounds per annum. 

Lrprary DePARTMENT.—The Progressive Library places the whole Literature of Spiritualism within 
the reacb of the Friends of the Cause in all parts of the country. Every Subscriber to the Funds is entitled to the 
use of Books, to read and lend to others, as per scale, above. 


PusuisHine Deparrment.—On the Deposit principle standard Works are printed, and supplied to 
Depositors at Cost Price. In this manner 20,000 Volumes were put into circulation in four years. 

Boox-Cr0s DeparTMENtT.—Friends in all parts are invited to form Book Clubs, and with a small 
weekly payment secure the most valuable works at a great reduction in price, four copies of any work being 
supplied for the price of three. 


ORGANIC DEPARTMENT.—The MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK, as the Organ of Spiritual Purposes, is wholly 
unsectarian and universal in its sympathies. It is not controlled by any clique, party or personal consideration ; 
but has been instituted and sustained by that Divine Power which underlies and permeates the Spiritual Movement 
in its best aspects. It is a Free Organ to all true Workers. Its object is to build up the Divine Image within the 
Human Soul, and thus usher in the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. 


Address all communications to 
J. BURNS, 15, Sournasrpron Row, Lonpon, W.C. 
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| n Handsome Cloth Binding, Price 3s. Od, 
A H S P E. | Dr. Dopns’s CELEBRATED LECTURES 
ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF 


A Blew Bible, "FSMERISM AND ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY. 
Comprising the two well-known works by Dr. John Bovee Dods 


IN THE WORDS OF JEHOVIH Consisting of Eighteen Lectures, as follow :— 


R ere I.—The Philosophy of Mesmerism. 
1. INTRODUCTORY LECTURES on Animal Magnetism, 


2. MENTAL ELECTRICITY, or Spiritualism. 
Angel Embassadors. 3. AN APPEAL in behalf of the Science. 


4. THE PHILOSOPHY of Clairvoyance. 


A SACRED HISTORY E ME BONE arara i 
HEAVENS ON THE EARTH FOR THE PAST a a peri it pestis 


TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND YE ARS, L E E AN : its Definition and Impor- 
TOGETHER WITH BEAUTY of Independent Thought and Fearlvss Expression. 


2 3 , 
A SYNOPSIS OF THE COSMOGONY OF THE UNIVERSE; 3. CONNECTING LINK between Mind and Matter, and Cir 
4. 


lati f the Blood. 
THE CREATION OF PLANETS; THE CREATION OF PHILOSOPHY of Disease and Nervous Force. 


MAN; THE UNSEEN WORLDS ; THE LABOUR 5. CURE of Disease and being Acclimated. 
AND GLORY OF GODS AND GODDESSES 6. EXISTENCE of Deity Proved from Motion. 
IN THE ETHEREAN HEAVENS: 7. SUBJECT of Creation Considered. 
i 8. DOCTRINE of Impressions. 
WITH THE 9. CONNECTION between the Voluntary and Involuntary Nerves. 
New COMMANDMENTS OF JEHOVIH TO MAN OF THE PRESENT 10. ELECTRO-CURAPATHY is the best Medical System in 
Day. Witu REVELATIONS FROM THE SECOND RESUR- being, as it Involves the Excellences of all other Systems. 

RECTION, FORMED IN WORDS IN THE THIRTY- 11. THE SECRET REVEALED, so that all may know how to 

THIRD YEAR OF THE Kosmon ERA. EXPERIMENT WITHOUT AN INSTRUCTOR. 


1z, GENETOLOGY, or Human Beauty Philosophically Considered, 
| This is the Most Complete and the Cheapest Edition of this Standard 
| Work ever published. 
THE PHILOSOPHY of MESMERISM is published 
Separately, in Paper Wrapper, Price 6d. 


OauspE is a large quarto volume of over goo pages, CLAIRVOYANCE, HYGIENIC AND MEDICAL. By Dr 


OAHSPE PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION: 
NEW YORK & LONDON. 


strongly and handsomely bound in sheep, and containing DOr 
many engravings. “t The sight being closed to the External, the Soul perceives truly 
Price £1 10 per Copy. the affections of the body. ”—H IPPOCRATES. 


As everybody will desire to possess a copy of this work CLAIRVOYANCE. By ADOLPHE DIDIER. 4d. 


the following arrangements are suggested to obtain it at Remarkable facts from thirty-five years’ personal exercise of the 
Clairvoyant Faculty, 


the lowest possible figure : 
‘ HOW TO MESMERISE. By J. V. Wilson. Is. 
Form Oansre Clubs, by making weekly payments. All | THE MENTAL CURE: E the Influence of the Mind ot 
such Clubs will be supplied with 4 copies for the price of 3. the Body, both in Health and Disease, and the Psychological 
The Club should meet weekly, pay subscriptions, read Method of Treatment. By Rev. W. F. Evans, 3s. 
OauspPE, and discuss its principles. Lonpon : J. BURNS, 15. Sonthamnton Row, W.C. 
SOLE AGENT FOR GREAT BRITAIN: C 
J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HIGH London: Printed and Published by James Busnes, 15, Bouthe 


7 HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C. : ampton Row, Holborn, W.C. 


